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Body explodes in Khartoum 

PARIS (AP) — The body of a French aid worker killed when a relief Right 
was shot down over Sudan exploded at the Khartoum airport just before 
being loaded on a plane for Paris, a medical agency reported Friday. "It 
was not an accident, bat we don’t know whether It was the responsibility of 
an organised movement or an imfividnal,'* said Dr. Rony Brauman, 
president of the nongovernmental aid organisation Medians Sans Fron¬ 
tiers, (Doctors Without Borden). Three French relief workers and a 
Sudanese colleague died Dec. 21 when their twin-engined aircraft was shot 
down over the war-torn southern dty of Awed. The bodies were Down back 
to Khartoum Thursday, with the three Frenchmen transported on two 
tracks to an aircraft chartered by the Swiss-based International Committee 
of the Red Cross to return then to Paris. "Onr people in one of the tracks 
heard a small explosion and then the body just started to burn,” Branman 
said. "It burned the whole truck. One of oar local employees broke bis arm 
when befell on the tarmac to get away." Medical personnel at the scene did 
not believe the explosion was caused by a bnDdap of natural gases and 
feared the body had been booby-trapped to go off in fBgbt. 
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A'jwspecled member of the Romanian security police being apprehended 
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BUCHAREST (Agencies) — 
Thousands of members of the 
despised secret police have sur¬ 
rendered or been captured in the 
week since Co mmunis t dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu was over¬ 
thrown, Romania’s provisional 
leadership said Friday. 

The prisoners include some 
generals and high-ranking offic¬ 
ers from the security force, known 
as the Securitate, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Cornelieu Bogdan said. 
The total number was not im¬ 
mediately disclosed. 

Several hundred hardline hold¬ 
outs remain at large in defiance of , 
the- government-s- ultimatum to" 
surrender or die, said Cazimtr 
Ionesco, a vice president of the 
National Salvation Front. 

Sporadic gun battles continued, 
in Bucharest and other cities and 
the country's new leaders said, 
they still faced assassination 
threats from renegade gunmen, 
but did not fear a counter-coup. 

The National Salvation Front's 
145 members were being trans¬ 
ported for their safely in 
armoured troop carriers, and De¬ 
fence Minister General Nicolea 
Military issued a final demand for 
forces loyal to Ceausescu to sur¬ 
render or face death by military 


'The situation is calm although 
there is still some fighting,” Mili¬ 
tant, najned to the Defence 
-Ministry Thursday, told 
Bucharest Radio. 

He. said sporadic gunbatdes 
were continuing in Bucharest and 
other Romanian cities. 

. Vice-President Ionescu told a 
news -conference secret police 
gunmen still posed a threat, but 
be ruled out a counter-coup. 

- (fc added that the front’s 145 
members, being moved about in 
armoured, troop carriers, were 
definitely assassination targets. 


Several thousand Securitate 
secret police officers had been 
arrested .but hundreds still re¬ 
mained at large, he said. 

“It is not their numbers that 
matter. It is the quality of their 
traming and their weapons that 
are important.” 

Western diplomats said the 
elite anti-terrorist USLA security 
police force posed a particular 
threat. It numbered some 2,000 
members under the Ceausescu 
regime. 

Ceausescu and his wife Elena 
were toppled from power last 
week and execoted Monday, 
Christmas Day, by an army firing 
squad. 

The National Salvation Front is 
a collection of intellectuals. Com¬ 
munists and others that took 
power Dec. 22 when Ceausescu 
fell in a popular uprising backed 
by the army. It had given security 
police members until Thursday to 
surrender or face execution, but 
sporadic shooting continued well 
alter the deadline. 

Xu Paris Friday, front member 
Silviu Brucan, a former Roma¬ 
nian ambassador to Washington,' 
was quoted in the Le Monde 
newspaper as saying that some of 
the holdout security police sharp¬ 
shooters with infrared telescope 
sights on their weapons are trying 
to pick off Romania's revolution¬ 
ary leaders. 

The front's ruling council has 
assumed sweeping powers, 
changed the country’s name from 
Socialist Republic of Romania to 
Romania and ordered the Com¬ 
munist emblem removed from 
the national flag, the state news 
agency Agerpres reported. It also 
promised free elections next year. - 

For the past week, Romanians 
have waved the blue, yellow and 
red flag with the emblem ripped- 
out. 


On Thursday it reorganised its 
governing council as a leadership 
body headed by a president, who 
at present is Ion Iliescu. It con¬ 
sists of 145 members who will 
elect an 11-member executive 
bureau that will take over the 
council's functions between ses¬ 
sions, Agerpres said. 

The governing council will 
appoint the head of the supreme 
court, the country’s chief pro¬ 
secutor and top military ranks. It 
also w21 establish an election 
system, appoint a committee to 
write a new constitution and en¬ 
dorse - the government budget, 
Agerpres said. 

It was not dear how long the 
governing council will retain con¬ 
trol over national affairs. 

Two reported members of the 
Securitate were shot dead in cen¬ 
tral Bucharest Thursday night as 
they sped through roadblocks on 
central Victory Street, the heart 
of the past week’s fighting. 

Tanks rumbled through swirl¬ 
ing snow in Bucharest Friday, but 
military sources said they were 
replacements for troops ex¬ 
hausted by a week of combat in 
the violent popular revolution. 

The Bucharest daily Romania 
Libra suggested Friday Ceauses- 
cu may have had a sophisticated 
communications system with sec¬ 
ret police loyalists through his 
wrist watch while he and his wife 
were on trial before a military 
tribunal. 

Unconfirmed reports say the 
dictator and his wife were tried 
and shot at the Defence Ministry. 

In an article headlined "Why 
weren’t they tried publicly,” the 
paper said Ceausescu repeatedly 
touched and looked at his watch 
during the trial and may have 
been trying to alert his men to 
stage a rescue. 
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Fierce Amal- Hizbollah 
war rages in S. Lebanon 
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BEIRUT (R) — Fierce street-to- 
street battles raged between rival 
Shfite gunmen in South Lebanon 
.Friday m defiance of Iranian 
efforts to halt a bloody conflict 
for leadership of the country's 
largest sect. ' 

Security sources said fighters of 
the pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party 
of ;God) and the Syrian-backed 
Amal miHtias launched attacks 
.arid counter-attacks in the vil¬ 
lages of Kfar Hitti and Kfar Milki 
under artillery and mortar cover. 

Wounded lay in the streets of 
the .battLezone where civilians 
were also trapped, according to 
residents who managed to flee 
. areas .close to the frontline 
Friday. 

-An Iranian-brokered ceasefire 
. aimed at .ending the violence in 
the iqfim;'A1 Futah area, 40 
kQomefires south of Beirut, barely 
took hold Wednesday and fight- 
tog . has. -since raged with little 
letup:.' '• 

-Hospital 'sources said at least 
two-people were killed and five 
womidedjn Friday’s battles, rais- 
mg the tbH from to at least 52 
and; 205 wounded. 

. After five hours of fighting 
; Fndty there'was no change in die 
poahoug-qf either side^tbe secur¬ 


ity sources said. 

Black smoke billowed over the 
stone houses at the battle-zone 
and ambulances could not get 
near to evacuate casualties. 

The violence, except for 
momentarily tapering off after 
the ceasefire was announced for 
2000 GMT Wednesday, has con¬ 
tinued almost unabated since 
erupting last Saturday. 

The two sides are struggling for 
control of Iqhro A1 Tufah — a 
hilltop strip that extends from the 
port of Sidon to Israel’s self- 
declared “security zone” in South 
Lebanon. 

Hizbollah, financed, trained 
and equipped by Tehran, has 
gained the upper hand, capturing 
five villages in the district. 

Amal leader Nabih Beni vi¬ 
sited the area Thursday and told 
his fighters the battle would con¬ 
tinue “even if300 more men have 
to die.” 

“Today it all depends on your 
steadfastness in Kfar Hitti. You 
are asked to defend it until the 
last drop of your blood,” said 
Bern, brandishing a machinegun. 

“Hie ceasefire cannot hold, 
until they (Hizbollah) withdraw 
from all areas they captured. 


Only then the movement will 
abide by the ceasefire,” said 
Berri. 

But a fundamentalist source 
said Hizbollah would not pull out 
before direct talks began between 
both groups. 

Hizbollah Secretary General 
Sheikh Soubhi Tonfieh told a 
news conference in Beirut's 
southern suburbs . Friday the 
fighting would continue until 
Amal accepted unconditional 
talks. 

"I had hoped to read to yon 
today an agreement to end the 
fighting between Amal and us. 
But I regret to say such an accord, 
has not been accomplished yet,” 
Toufieli said. 

"Amal should stop the war and 
declare a ceasefire and sit down 
(for talks) to solve all the prob¬ 
lems. 

"Ifit doesn’t do that, Amal will 
be responsible for the displace¬ 
ment of people, the kflHng of 
children and the destruction of 
homes,” Toufieli said. 

He said Hizbollah would not 
withdraw from its newly-captured 
positions before a ceasefire was in 
place and talks with Amal had 


Badran poised to clinch House vote 


Jordan Times Staff Writers 

AMMAN — While few obser¬ 
vers doubt that the government 
of Mudar Badran will secure a 
sound vote of confidence in the 
Lower House of Parliament in 
Saturday's session, the ques¬ 
tions that remained un¬ 
answered Friday were over the 
actual number of votes that 
would be cast in favour of the 
government and bow long the 
session would take before tak¬ 
ing the vote. 

Predictions of votes in favour 
of the government ranged from 
a minimum of 55 to an optimis¬ 
tic 65. According to sources 
close to the various blocs in the 
House, all groupings have 
"freed their respective mem¬ 
bers to vote for or against the 
government based on indi¬ 
vidual judgement” rather than 
a "unified voice.” However, 
the possibility that at least 
seven to 10 deputies abstaining 
from the vote was a strong 
possibility, other sources said. 

Notwithstanding the ex¬ 
pected outcome of the vote, 
every observer expected a 
tough debate on the floor on 
the government's programme. 


particularly issues related to 
economy, foreign debts and un¬ 
employment as well as rising 
prices. Economists noted that 
the 1990 budget has not made 
provisions for public sector 
wage increases or reduced gov¬ 
ernment expenditure in real 
terms. 

According to informed Par¬ 
liament sources, "almost every 
deputy has indicated his desire 
to air his views on the govern¬ 
ment and its programme” dur¬ 
ing Saturday’s session. This 
puts the House speaker, Sulei¬ 
man Arar, in a rather tricky 
situation. Even if he opts to 
grant 10 minutes of floor time 
to each deputy, it would mean 
at least an entire day of 
speeches, with the confidence 
vote coming sometime in the 
late hours of Saturday or early 
Sunday. "I will not be surprised 
if the deputies will have their 
lunch and dinner at the Parlia¬ 
ment building,” commented a 
Jordanian diplomat. 

“One of the options available 
to Arar is to strike a deal with 
the deputies that one or two 
members speak on behalf of nx 
or eight others with similar 
views,” commented a Parlia¬ 


ment watcher. "But the ques¬ 
tion is: will the deputies agree 
to such an arrangement, parti¬ 
cularly when they are conscious 
that the watchful eyes of their 
constituencies would be riveted 
on them, anxiously to see what 
they have to say about Badran's 
programme of action.” 

"Above everything, it is 
doubtful that any deputy would 
agree not to exercise this 
opportunity, the first-ever for 
every member of the House, to 
air his views and reaffirm his 
positions to bis constituency 
and the electorate at large.” he 
added. 

In any case, the decision by 
the blocs,' led by the 22-member 
Muslim Brotherhood, which 
was expected by many obser¬ 
vers to vote against Badran in 
protest against its exclusion 
from the government, to leave 
it .to its individual members to 
extend or hold back their confi¬ 
dence from the government has 
ruled out the presentation of 
group views in concise speeches 
on the floor by deputies. 

Few observers disagree that 
the actions that preceded and 
followed Badran's presentation 
of his programme to the Lower 


House two weeks ago have 
gone a long way in further 
boosting popular confidence 
that >k tbe government means 
business,” and reaffirmed that 
the Kingdom was indeed on the 
verge of a new democratic era. 

“The prime minister has left 
very little for the deputies to 
complain about at this point in 
time,” was the observation of a 
veteran former Jordanian di¬ 
plomat. “In more ways than 
one, Badran showed that he 
was closer to the pulse of the 
people than some of the de¬ 
puties themselves,” 'said the di¬ 
plomat who preferred anonym¬ 
ity. “He kept himself several 
steps ahead of the House and, 
in a way, he has cornered the 
deputies.” 

The reference was to recent 
moves by the government to 
free political detainees, tighten 
the battle to snuff out corrup¬ 
tion and mismanagement, re¬ 
turn all seized passports and lift 
all bans on travel and work, and 
reinstate the old managements 
of the three major newspaper 
establishments in the country. 
The steps were crowned this 
week with another decision 
which dramatically curbed the 


jurisdiction of military courts in 
what was seen as a major move 
towards abolishing martial law. 

According to some sources, 
some of the deputies who will 
definitely support Badran in 
Saturday's vote might also raise 
some “reservations" over some 
members of the Cabinet. 

In any event, said a political 
analyst, “the government faces 
tough scrutiny every step of its 
way even after haring secured 
the vote of confidence." He 
argues that many deputies will 
give their vote to Badran, “if 
only because of pressure from 
their owu constituencies, 
which, having seen some of the 
most striking political conces¬ 
sions ever being made by the 
Badran government, will be fu¬ 
rious if they hold back confi¬ 
dence from Badran.” 

• A downtown grocer. Abu 
Mohammad, agrees. “We are 
witnessing a new era in our 
history. It was initiated under 
the government of Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker but give a definite 
shape and colour by Badran. 
The deputies would better give 
time to Badran to proceed and 
do much more. Otherwise they 
will have a tough time with us.” 


|Kaddoumi 
accuses 
U.S. of 
trickery 

KUWAIT (AP) — A ranking 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) official accused 
Washington in an interview pub-, 
fished Friday of trickery ip its 
dealings with the PLO. 

Faronk Kaddoumi, head of the 
PLO’s foreign affairs depart¬ 
ment, told the newspaper A1 
An baa: “The United States is 
being tricky." 

"Apparently there is an 
attempt to bypass the Palestinian 
rede which is unacceptable to the 
PLO... the sole representative of 
the Palestinian people,” he said. 

Kaddoumi reiterated that the 
PLO had set conditions for 
agreeing to a Palestinian-Israeli 
dialogue as suggested by U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker in 
October. 

"As head of the Palestinian 
diplomacy, I declare we did no: 
accept the Baker plan, but rather 
we presented clarifications for 
conducting dialogue with Israel." 

The PLO has formally re¬ 
sponded to Bake’s plan, deman¬ 
ding that it choose the Palestinian 
team to the dialogue and that the 
agenda for the meeting be open, 
not restricted to Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s elec¬ 
tion plan. 

Israel rejects any PLO involve¬ 
ment in the peace process and 
insists that the dialogue be li¬ 
mited to discussion of the election 
plan. 

Kaddoumi said the PLO “has 
nothing to do" with a meeting in 
Washington next month between 
Baker and the foreign ministers 
of Egypt and Israel to discuss the 
Middle East peace process. 

Responding to a question, 
Kaddoumi said he was opposed 
to a new mediation by Swedish 
Foreign Minister Sten Andersson 
to narrow the gap with 
Washington. 

Andersson was instrumental 
last year in bringing PLO Chair¬ 
man Yasser Arafat to openly 
renounce terrorism and recognise 
Israel’s right to exist, prompting 
Washington to open a dialogue 
with the PLO, ending a 13-year 
ban on dealings with the move¬ 
ment. 

"1 am not convinced of the role 
played by Andersson. There was 
a violent conversation, between 
me and him recently when I 
explained to him the American 
attitude, and he felt I was casting 
doubt on the role he was play¬ 
ing,” Kaddoumi said. 

"Andersson tries to conduct 
-good offices but he apparently is 
■not aware of the American tricks. 
As a Palestinian, I know them 
very well." 

Asked about the recent 
changes in Eastern Europe, Kad¬ 
doumi said the PLO was adopting 
“ a wait-and-see attitude to know 
the extent of the changes in the 
political structure' of those coun¬ 
tries.” 

( Co ntinued on page 3) . 


Israeli police violently 
break up march for peace 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Police fired tear- 
gas, pulled demonstrators by 
their hair and struck them with 
night sticks to break up a peace 
march in Jerusalem Friday by 
more than 3,000 Israeli, Palesti¬ 
nian and European women. 

The hour-long procession from 
West Jerusalem to East Jeru¬ 
salem was without incident until 
the end, when a Palestinian flag 
was raised and police moved in to 
disperse the marchers. 

Police said that 16 people were 
detained, and reporters saw 
police drag several women away 
by their hair or 'dothes. Some 
were struck with night sticks, and 
several were kicked. 

The women’s march was part 
of a programme organised by 


peace activists that will c ulmin ate 
Saturday with 1,200 visiting 
Europeans expected to link hands 
with Israelis and Palestinians in a 
"human chain” around Jeru¬ 
salem's Old City. 

The “1990 — Time for Peace” 
demonstration Saturday is in¬ 
tended to symbolisq the unity of 
peace activists who eodrose a 
negotiated Middle East peace set¬ 
tlement. 

Israeli and foreign women mar¬ 
ching from West Jerusalem link¬ 
ed up with Palestinian women 
outside the walls of the Old City, 
then beaded for an Arab cultural 
centre in Arab Jerusalem. 

They carried banners denounc¬ 
ing Israel’s 22-year occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and'calling for the establishment 


Vatican slams U.S. 
it is asking Noriega 


VATICAN CITY (Agencies) — 
The Vatican Friday called the 
United States an “occupying 
power” in Panama and angrily 
rejected demands that the Holy 
See’s embassy hand ovdr ousted 
dictator Manuel Antonio 
Noriega. 

But chief Vatican spokesman 
Joaquin Navarro-Valls said the 
Holy See was trying to persuade 
Noriega, wanted in the United 
States on drugs charges, to leave 
the Panama City embassy of his 
own free will. 

Navarro said the United States 
had no right to demand the hand¬ 
over of Noriega and also slam¬ 
med psychological warfare by 
U.S. invasion troops who have 
been blasting the.embassy with 
loud rock music. He said this was 
a “very serious matter” unaccept¬ 
able under international law. 

Noriega, who was Panama De¬ 
fence Forces (PDF) chief and 
Panama's de facto ruler until last 
week’s U.S. attack toppled him, 
sought refuge in the Vatican 
embassy on Christmas Eve. 

Navarro told a Friday news 
briefing the Vatican has still not 
receive a formal request from 
the new Panamanian government 
that it turn over Noriega. 

The United Stares has deman¬ 
ded that the Vatican order. 
Noriega expelled from the papal 
nunciature, so it can bring him to 
tiie United States to stand trial on 
drag trafficking charges. 

But the Vatican has insisted the 
embassy has no legal basis for 
turning Noriega over to U.S. 
forces because, under accepted 
international procedures, an 
embassy is only empowered to 
deal with the government of the 
host country. 

U.S. forces have surrounded 
the missi on and conducted a cam¬ 
paign of harassment, searching 


people leaving the compound, 
shooting out streetlights and 
blasting rock music from a loud¬ 
speaker in the street. 

"The nuncio is doing his best to 
convince General Noriega to 
abandon the nunciature on his 
own, by himself,” Navarro said. 
“At the same time he cannot 
force Noriega to leave nor can he 
consign him to U.S. forces.” 

It was the first time me Vatican 
said pubfidy it was trying to 
persuade Noriega to leave. 

• “Certainly General Noriega is 
not living in a hotel," Navarro 
joked. "So one day or another be 
must leave." 

In Panama City, a veteran 
Israeli intelligence expert and 
three other dose aides to Noriega 
have been arrested by U.S. 
troops, but the general remained 
inside the Vatican embassy 
Friday. 

Life returned to normal in 
much of Panama City Thursday. 

The government of President 
Guillermo Endara, who took 
office after the U.S. invasion, 
reopened banks and paid public 
employees. It also lifted news 
media restrictions imposed by the 
.Noriega government. 

A senior U.S. embassy official 
said that 14,000 U.S. troops sent 
to Panama in the Dec. 20 inva¬ 
sion likely will stay beyond 
February while Endara reassem¬ 
bles a security force. 

The U.S. Southern Command 
said 23 U.S. soldiers and two 
dependents were killed and 322 
Americans were wounded during 
the invasion. It said 297 Panama¬ 
nian soldiers were killed and 123 
wounded. 

A U.S-' embassy official said 
about 300 Panamanian civilians 
died in the fighting. 

On Thursday, U.S. forces 
arrested Michel Harari, a former 


of ah independent Palestinian 
state alongside Israel. 

The march passed through the 
main business district in Arab 
Jerusalem where stores were 
shuttered due to a daily afternoon 
strike called by leaders of the 
two-year-old Palestinian uprising. 

Israeli {police sprayed demon¬ 
strators with tear-gas and pun¬ 
ched and grappled with some of 
them after several Palestinians 
waiting at the centre raised the 
Palestinian flag. 

“If they do this to us fore¬ 
igners, one can imagine how they 
treat those who live here," saicl 
Lucia, 35, an Italian woman who 
refused to give her full name. 

Israeli parliament member 
Mohammad Mi'ari, attending the 
rally at the cultural centre, said 


but says 
to leave 

Israeli intelligence agent and top 
security adviser to Noriega. 
Harari was an instructor for the 
PDF, the U.S. diplomat said on 
condition of anonymity. 

Harari, 62, is a former head of 
Israeli intelligence in Mexico and 
Central America known to have 
recruited and trained Noriega's 
personal security detail, the New 
York Tunes newspaper reported 
in Friday’s editions. 

Roberto Cedeno, chief of 
Noriega's state security intelli¬ 
gence, also was arrested. Two 
more top Noriega aides, Carlos 
Velardes and Arnulfo Castrejon, 
left the Vatican embassy and 
were taken into custody Thursday 
by U.S. troops, said a LT.S. army 
spokesman. 

Velardes was chaplain of the 
PDF, and Castrejon was the offi¬ 
cer on duty at Noriega's military 
headquarters on Dec. 16, the day 
an unarmed U.S. marine officer 
was killed nearby. 


police had unmasked their true 
face before world delegations. 

“We were told this is the first 
time so many Israelis and Palesti¬ 
nians were on the streets. This is 
a big success,” said Tom Benetol- 
lo, an Italian organiser of the 
demonstration. 

An adviser to right-wing Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
condemned the peactf- activists 
Friday and accused European 
participants of being "tool of the 
enemy” 

“It is a demonstration against 
Israel, against peace and it will 
not help these people of the 
so-caJled Peace Now group or 
their imported collaborators from 
abroad,” Yossi Ahimeir, Sha¬ 
mir's bureau chief, told Reuters. 


2 Americans 
found killed 

NEW YORK (R> — Two Amer¬ 
icans In Panama were kidnapped 
and killed with single shots to the 
back of the head and their bodies 
were unearthed Friday near the 
Vatican embassy where Manuel 
Noriega is holed up, U.S. radio 
and television reports said. 

They said the two men, one in 
his twenties, the other in his for¬ 
ties, had been abducted from their 
apartments near the Vatican 
embassy in Panama City either 
before or during last week's U.S. 
invasion. Both were cmfians and 
the older one was employed by the 
U.S. Defence Department, the re¬ 
ports said. 

U.S. forces invaded Panama on 
Dec. 20 in an attempt to arrest 
Noriega and bring him back to the 
United States to stand trial on 
drug trafficking charges. The 
ousted Panamanian strongman 
eluded capture and entered the 
papal nunciature on Christmas 
Eve. 
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East News 



ANOTHER ROUND: Two Shi’ite 
M uslim Antal militiamen pndt hundreds of heavy 
machine-gun bullets at the village of Kfar Ffla in 
South Lebanon in preparation for an attack on the 


position of pro-Iranian Muslim mjBtants in the 
opposite side of the village. Dozens have been 
fcflied in the bloody battles for the control of a 
strategic area is sooth Lebanon. 


Fighting rages in Ethiopia 


NAIROBI (AP) — Fighting has intensified in north¬ 
ern Ethiopia where rebels claim to have seized three 
towns and are battling government troops along a 
highway, according to Western diplomats. 


In the last 10 days, the rebel 
Tigre People's Liberation Front 
(TPLF) has claimed to have 
seized die garrison town of Debre 
Tabor in northwestern Gonder 
province as well as the towns of 
Rabel and Mehal Meda in Shoa 
province. 

Tbe battles, the insurgents 
claim, cost the government nearly 
3,000 dead, wounded or captured 
soldiers. 

Diplomats in Addis Ababa say 
tbe claims appear to be true and 
that the rebels now are in control 
of the 40-kilometre road from 
Debre Tabor to Lake Tana, 
source of the Blue Nile. 

They say the rebels also are 
continuing their southern push in 
Shoa and are battling government 
troops along the main north- 
south highway around Debre 
Sine, 160 kilometres northeast of 
Addis Ababa. 

*Tt obviously looks like things 
are heating up,” said one of the 
tfiplomats, all of whom spoke In 
telephone interviews from Addis 
Ababa and requested anonymity. 
“But what’s going to happen, no 
one knows." 


The rebels claimed the battle 
for Debre Tabor, whose garrison 
had been reinforced to the 
strength of 10,000 to 15,000 
troops, was the beginning of a 
government counteroffensive to 
drive the TPLF back from gains 
made since starting its push in 
August. 

However, tbe diplomats were 
doubtful this was die case. 

“I don't think we're looking at 
much of a government counterof¬ 
fensive at all, if they're even 
capable of making one,” said one 
diplomat. “The government 
hasn’t succeeded in pushing them 
back to any degree.” 

Hie source said President Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam’s army, dis¬ 
organised and dispirited after an 
abortive army-led coup attempt 
in May, had been reinforced by 
hundreds of thousands of poorly 
trained conscripts “of dubious 
quality.” 

“I think the best they might be 
ableto do is bold the rebels in 
position,” he said. 

The Tigre rebels began their 
push four months ago after join¬ 
ing forces with a smaller rebel 


group, the Ethiopia People’s 
Democratic Movement (EPDMj. 

They now control all of then 
home province of Tigre and have 
made significant advances into 
Tigre’s southern neighbour, Woi- 
lo. In die last two months they 
also have moved into Gonder and 
Shoa provinces. 

“They’ve proven to be much 
stronger, much more coherent 
than they were believed to be 
several months ago,” said one of 
the diplomats. “They’ve basically 
rolled over one government posi¬ 
tion after another.” 

The Tigre rebels, who have 
been fi ghting for 14 years to 
- topple Mengistn’s Marxist gov¬ 
ernment, are Marxists them¬ 
selves. They say they want a 
government modelled after Alba¬ 
nia’s harsh Stafinist-Leninist rule. 

Tbe government and the TPLF 
have held two rounds of prelimin¬ 
ary peace talks, the last of which 
ended Dec. 19 in Rome with both 
sides agreeing to meet in Match. 

However, the peace talks “don’t 
appear to be going very far now," 
said a diplomat who pointed out 
that the latest offensive began 
immediately after the negotiating 
sessions ended. 

He said there was a lot of 
speculation in the capital that the 
Tigre rebels had launched their 
attacks in Gonder. 


Egypt-Syria 
ties draw mixed 


Israeli reaction 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
says that Syria’s reconciliation 
with Egypt (foes not signal an end 
to its desire to “destroy" the 
Zionist state. 

“The hostility continues. Pre¬ 
paration continues for the day 
when war will look possible to 
them. Hie purchase of weapons 
continues, so let us not celebrate 
before due time,” Shamir told a 
gathering of supporters from his 
right-wing Likud bloc Thursday. 

Left-leaning politicians and 
some analysts said, however, that 
Syria's reconciliation with the 
Arab state to have a peace treaty 
with Israel was a positive sign. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad and Egyptian President' 
Hosni Mubarak agreed Wednes¬ 
day to restore diplomatic rela¬ 
tions after a 12-year rift caused by 
Egypt’s decision to enter peace 
negotiations with Israel. 

“It’s not that Mubarak 
accepted Assad’s conditions, but 
Assad accepted those of Mubar¬ 
ak,” Vice-Premier and Finance 
Minister Shimon Peres said on 
Israel Radio. 

Peres attributed the change in 
Syria’s position, which had pre¬ 
viously refused to renew ties with 
Egypt as long as tbe Israeli flag 
flew over Cairo, to the 
“tremendous changes" occurring, 
in Eastern Europe and predicted 
the kind of political upheavals 
there would occur in the Middle 
East as well. 

Hebrew University professor 
Moshe Maoz, an expert on Syria, 
said Assad agreed to renew ties 
with Egypt because the Syrian 
leader felt it could help him break 
out of his solution in the Arab 
World and regain the occupied 
Golan Heights. 

“The idea of Syria becoming 
more moderate towards Israel is 
nice, but Syria won’t do it for 
nothing. It will demand some¬ 
thing in return — and this will no 
doubt be the Golan Heights," 
Maoz said on Israel Radio. 

Maoz said he believed Syria 
may try to link the political pro¬ 
cess with the Palestinians to tbe 
Golan Heights, which he believes 
would probably get the support of 
Egypt, other Middle Eastern 
countries as well as' the Soviet 
Union and (he international com¬ 
munity. - 

“The moment there is an 
Israel-Palestmian arrangement 
supported by Egypt, Jordan and 
maybe Iraq, Syria will remain in 
the cold,” Maoz said. “By mak¬ 


ing an alliance with Egypt, it 
guarantees that Egypt would look 
to its interests too.” 

“Both the United States and 
the Soviet Union are interested in 
reconciliation in the Middle East 
and it might bring some pressure 
to bear on both their allies or 
dients to do it,” be said on Israel 
Radio. 

But Shamir also hinted Thurs¬ 
day that he would not hesitate to 
go to national elections should 
the “peace process” push for the 
formula of trading land for peace, 
.something Shamir’s Likud bloc 
strongly opposes and Peres’s 
Labour Party supports. 

“I cannot say that in some 
comer of my heart there are no 
fears,” said parliamentarian 
EHabn Ben-EHs&ar, Israel’s first 
ambassador to Cairo. “In the 
•short term, it is good, but we will 
keep a dose eye on it.” 

Israeli analysts and govern¬ 
ment officials welcomed the re¬ 
sumption of Egyptian-Syrian ties- 
as a victory for Cairo’s modera¬ 
tion over Damascus’ hardline 
policies. 

“There is no doubt that this is 
Egypt’s most outstanding 
achievement," said Ben-Etissar. 

Former U.S. Secretary of State 
Cyrus Vance said after meeting 
Assad this month that Syria no 
longer wanted to play the spoiler 
in efforts to convene Palestinian- 
Israeli peace talks. 

Cairo has tried to arrange such 
negotiations, playing the broker 
between Israel and the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO). 

“What could happen in the 
next stage is that Syria will signal 
it is prepared to join the pro¬ 
cess,” said Professor Ittimar 
Rabinovich of Tel Aviv Uni¬ 
versity. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin was quoted as saying the 
Syrian-Egyptian rapport could re¬ 
duce Syria's hostility towards 
Israel but could also‘be danger¬ 
ous for the Zionist state. 


Libyan envoy in Syria 


In Damascus, President Assad 
met with Libya’s defence minister 
Thursday. 

The Syrian Arab News Agency 
(SANA) said Colonel .Abu Bakr 
Younis , the secretary-general of 
Libya’s Popular Defence Com¬ 
mittee, delivered a letter to 
Assad from Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Qadhafi. 

The agency did not release 
details of the letter or of the talks. 


Kuwaitis 

warned 

against 

gatherings 


NICOSIA (R) — The Kuwaiti 
government, in an apparent bid 
to contain growing agitation for 
tbe revival of a democratic parfca- 
ment, has warned Kuwaitis 
against holding unauthorised 
meetings. 

An Interior Ministry statement 


published Friday said people had 
been abasing the traaiti< 


been abasing the traditional 
“diwamyas", popular gatherings 
'in private homes where men dis¬ 
cuss a wide-range of topics from 
politics to culture and entertain¬ 
ment. 

It warned'Kuwaitis to obey the 
law and not let the meetings be 
used in ways that violate the 
age-old custom of private diwa- 
myas. 

Travellers from Kuwait have 
spoken of growing demands for 
.democracy at weekly gatherings 
after the refusal of the emir. 
Sheikh Jaber A1 Hamad AI 
Sabah, so far to receive a petition 
for the recall of the parliament 
suspended in 1986. 

- Sources in the region said that, 
the question of greater democra¬ 
cy was raised at a summit meeting 
this month of the six-member 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
which discussed the implications 
for the region of change in East¬ 
ern Europe. 

The s ummi t was attended by 
.Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates but die sources 
said there was no sign that 
Kuwait would bow to the de¬ 
mands for a revival of its parlia¬ 
ment. 

Bahrain is the only other GCC 
state to have had a parliament. 
This was dissolved in' 1975. 

The last Kuwait drwaniya Dec. 
25 is said to have attracted tip to 
2,000 people. The travellers said 
that altho ugh no meeting was 
planned for the coming week due 
to die new year holiday, invita¬ 
tions had been issued for a diwa¬ 
rn ya the following'week. 

Hie biggest gathering was re¬ 
ported Dec. 18 when np to 5,000 
people were said to have met in 
die sanctity of a large mosque 
after police broke up a private 
diwaniya the previous week 
attended by some 2,000 people. 

But a senior member of the 
tiding family. Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, was reported to have told 
some of those present that such 
strong-arm methods would not be 
repeated. 


Bad? assassination bid raises concern in Egypt 


By Nejla Sammakia 

The Associated Press 


CAIRO — Although a truck- 
bomb explosion that missed the 
government minister in charge of 
security was said by experts to be 
amateurish, they also fear it 
heralds a rise in extremism. 

They also say it suggests that 
Muslim fundamentalists are tak¬ 
ing tips in terror from groups in 
other countries. Tbe explosion 
Dec. 16, apparently an attempt 
on the life of Interior Minister 
Zaki Badr, was the Gist vehicle 
bomb in Egypt. 

“The idea is imported but lack¬ 
ed expertise." said a researcher 
who follows Muslim fun¬ 
damentalist activism for a West¬ 
ern embassy. 

“I don't think it was Jihad, 
because Jihad would have done it 
right. They have some military 
experience. But this could incite 
others to follow suit. And it 
means there’s an escalation in the 
confrontation.” 

Jihad, which has no known 
connection with the Islamic Jihad 
group in Lebanon, masterminded 
die October 1981 assassination of 


President Anwar Sadat and was 
implicated in a failed coup 
attempt immediately afterwards. 

Experts estimate there are ab¬ 
out 150,000 Islamic activists in 
Egypt, arrayed in groups under 
‘the umbrella label of Al Gamaa 
Al Islamiya, tbe Islamic group. 
About 10 per cent of them are 
thought to consider violence 
acceptable to attain their goals. 

Generally, they and hundreds 
of thousands more fundamental¬ 
ists in the older, more moderate 
but outlawed Muslim Brother¬ 
hood demand implementation of 
Sharia. The government claims 
90 per cent of the law already 
encompasses Sharia and that it's 
working to change the rest. 

The Brotherhood, by far the 
largest fundamentalist group, was 
born in Egypt in 1928. It turned 
to violence in the late 1940s, 
assassinating Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Fahmy Al Nokrashy in 
1948. Each of the next two de¬ 
cades had spurts of religious- 
based violence and government 
suppression. 

Shortly before his death, Sadat 
began a crackdown on fun¬ 
damentalism. It has continued at 


greater or lesser levels since, the 
longest period of sustained gov¬ 
ernment-fundamentalist trouble. 

Badr, who in 1986 became the 
minister in charge of security, 
ranks among the most iron-fisted 
campaigners against militant 
Muslims. He often uses emergen¬ 
cy laws in force since Sadat's 
death to detain suspects and to 
rearrest them when courts order 
their release. 

“The government suppresses 
fundamentalists, so they resort to 
violence," said the Western re¬ 
searcher, who refused to be iden¬ 
tified by name or nationality. 
“Most of the militants are edu¬ 
cated. students. They’re open to 
new ideas. But this (attack on 
Badr) didn't work, because they 
didn’t have enough experience." 

Ibrahim Nafei, editor-in-chief 
of the state-run newspaper Al 
Abram, suggested foreign influ¬ 
ence in the truck-bombing. 

“Why this new method? does 
this mean the plot was hatched 
abroad and executed here in this 
primitive way?” questioned 
Nafei, a confidant of President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Some experts estimate that 


during certain periods in the past 
year, jails held as many as 6,000 
militant fundamentalists at a 
time. 

The fact that the attempt on 
Badr's life came only five days 
after violent unrest in the south¬ 
ern city of Assort, in which at 
least 40 people were injured, 
aroused scepticism among some 
people, even non-fundamental¬ 
ists. 

Police arrested a man fleeing 
the pickup truck as the rear part 
of it blew up. The relatively small 
explosion reportedly was caused 
by gunpowder detonated by bat¬ 
teries connected to a key near the 
ignition. 

The attorney general. Egypt's 
chief prosecutor, banned news 
stories about the investigation. 
But reports published before the 
blackout said the suspect was 
Gamal Mohammad Mustafa, 26, 
a medical student at Assiut uni¬ 
versity who hails from Fayoum. 

Assiut and Fayoum, both in 
southern Egypt, are known as 
centres of Muslim fundamentalist 
agitation. 

Security sources said 17 other 
students, mostly Mustafa’s 


friends who live in Assiut and 
who come from the Fayoum area, 
were arrested. The sources said 
Mustafa had been arrested pre¬ 
viously, in connection with an 
attack by Muslim militants on a 
mixed-sex party at Assiut Uni¬ 
versity in 1988. 

Omar Abdel Rahman, the 
alleged spiritual leader of Jihad 
whom courts cleared twice of 
links to Sadat’s killing and the 
subsequent coop attempt, often 
has been at odds with Badr’s 
police. 

Although he is under house 
arrest at bos home in Fayoum, he 
was in Cairo attending a court 
session the day tbe minister was 
targeted. “We consider the ex¬ 
plosion a plot by police to attack 
Muslims and tell people^ ‘you see 
what they're doing’,” Abdel Rah¬ 
man told the Associated Press. 

Mohammad Habib, an Assiut 
University professor and member 
of parliament who belongs to tbe 
Brotherhood, claimed Badr “ex¬ 
ploited it to give a general im¬ 
pression that he’s in danger so as 
to win over public opinion." 

Tbe brotherhood has tried to 
spread its message by joining the 



Zaki Badr 


Egyptian body politic. The so- 
called Islamic Trend, mostly 
Brotherhood members, domin¬ 
ates many professional associa¬ 
tions, such as those for medicine 
and engineering. 

But despite claims such as 
Habib’s of growing moderation, 
other commentators fear the 
worst. 

“We thought terrorism had 
subsided ... but the incident 
shows the terrorist flame has not 
been extinguished,” wrote col¬ 
umnist Ahmad Bahaeddin in Al 
Ahram. 

“On the contrary, it persists 
and is taking new directions.” 
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‘SECURITY*: An Israeli policeman lets a 
enter Manger Square in the occupied West Bank- laxu tf j 


Bethlehem after checking him with a metal detector.- 


Iranian radicals 
ag ree to 



NICOSIA (AP) — Several radic¬ 
al Iranian groups opposed to the 
pragmatic cabinet of President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani Thursday 
agreed to keep their bickering ; 
under wraps . following a stern . 
warning by the country’s spiritual 
leader, Tehran Radio- reported. 

Hie broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia, said that the radical Sod^ 
ety of Combatant theologians,' 
the Islam rc Propagation Society 
and another group of theologians 
who in recent weeks bad been 
openly attacking Rafsanjanfs- 
government, agreed that' such 
bickering “played into' the hands . 
of die enemy.” 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
Iran’s-spiritual leader, said in a 
speech Wednesday that infighting 
“not in the interests of the Islamic 
republic.” 

The power struggle between 
die country’s so-called radical 
and pragmatic leaders surfaced 
last week when Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati’s office was 
subject to a broad attack believed 
orchestrated by the radicals. 

Velayati’s ministry was lam¬ 
basted for arranging die visit to 
Tehran earlier this month for the 
late Romanian leader Nicolae 
Ceausescn at a time when his 
people were rising against him. 

Ceaosescu was deposed by a 
popular uprising Dec. 22 and he 
and his wife Elena were executed 
Monday Dec. 25 after they were 
found guilty during a secret milit¬ 
ary trial of genocide and “grave 
crimes” during his tyxranical 24- 
year rule.^ 

The uprising against Ceausescn 
began a few hours before he left 
for Tehran Dec. 18. - 

Editorials in the Iranian papers 
after Ceausescu’s execution ac¬ 
cused the Foreign Ministry of 
having committed a grave error, 
and used it to discredit Velayati. 

Tbe official Islamic Republic 


News Agency, also momtored-in 
Nicosia, said the issue-: of •' 
Ceausescu’s visit was “snowfcidt- \ 
mg as the biggest goof of the 
Iranian forei^ minl^^ "^- 

or parliament, surnmbneil 
Velayati-to explain Geausescu ' s 
visit." ' - V/^ H 

-The "Majlis foreign delations i 
committee, after meetmg' Wth 
Velayati, said his answ&sid their 
questions “were not ^tirfactoiy 
enough.” .. ; 

. Khamenei stepped m afriSTthis' 
heated bickering to difft^ 4be 
situation, affirming Uife - confi¬ 
dence in Velayati. . V •. 

He warned “uninformed lead- 
who have access' the 


A 

1 


ers 


media” not .to abose-tbis ■■ 

vilege. - 

. The radical Combarimt. 
Theologian’s Society;isaact!: a/ : 
statement Thursday supporting 
Khamenei's remarks 'and-addiag - • 
that such acts were a - 

unforgivable sin.” - 

The statement added-that . 
Khamenei's advice “was'like the 
guidance of the imam. ”- 
Iranians refer to the' .late, 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, : 
the founder of the Islamicrepaid 
lie, as imam or supreme sfarAzal • - 
leader. ’ i.-Hv'. 

Khomeini, frequently;;inter- - 
vened to check the power strng- 
gle between the radicals' and the r- 
pragmatists, but this was t&cJitst . 
time Khamenei had delivered 
such a warning. " ■ ■f.-- 

The radicals oppose Rafsan- . 
jani’s ambitious economic pcli- ; 
des to patch op rifts with Ike 
West and attract foreign invest*. 
meat to invigorate the counrryV - 
sluggish economy. ..’-V *. 

The leader of the radical camp, 
former. Interior Minister r A&v 
Akbar MohtashemL wasdumped 
by Rafsanjani when he fbnned ”: 
his cabinet last August. ■ * 
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Security forces disperse 
anti-U.S. demonstrators 

AMMAN - CJ.T.) — Public Security Department (PSD) forces 
Thursday used tear-gas to disperse about 400 demonstrators 
mar c hing towards the U.S. embassy to protest American support 
for Israel, according to eyewitnesses quoted by Renters. 

According to a spokesman for the Interior Ministry quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, about 3,000 people who were attending 
a c ul tu ral event at the Royal Cultural Centre assembled outside the 
theatre and 400of them began marching towards Abdul Naser cfrdk- 
without obtaining permission from the concerned depart* 


Representatives of Jordan and the People’s Republic of China Thursday sign a cooperation agreement 
fpepapboto) 

Jordan, China sign radio, 
television cooperation protocol 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and television teams and expertise in and the accompanying delegation 
the People’s Republic of - China accordance with a prior agree- Thursday met with Information 
Thursday signed a protocol of ment. They also agreed to send Minister Ibrahim Izzeddin. They 
cooperation in the field of radio reporters to cover major events in discussed bilateral relations in the 
and television. the two countries in line with information field. 

Under the agreement, which arrangements to be made apriori. Tzmddin praised China’s posi- 
was signed at the Ministry of The protocol was signed by cions vis-a-vis the Arab causes, i 
Information,. Jordan and China Director of Jordan Radio and He said they are supportive of j 
wfl] exchange radio and television Television Corporation, Radi A1 Arab rights and just Arab causes, 
programmes on children, culture, Khas, for the Jordanian side and The Chinese deputy minister 
sports, arts and national holi- for the Chinese side by the deputy praised Jordanian policy and 
days. minister of Chinese Radio, Tele- lauded His Majesty King Hus- 

The two countries also agreed vision and Cinema. sein's efforts to find a just and 

lo exchange visits by radio and The deputy Chinese minis ter durable peace in the Middle East. 


and the accompanying delegation 
Thursday met with Information 
Minister Ibrahim Izzeddin. They 
discussed bilateral relations in the 
information field. 

Izzeddin praised China’s posi¬ 
tions vis-a-vis the Arab causes. 
He said they are supportive of 
Arab rights and just Arab causes. 

The Chinese deputy minister 
praised Jordanian policy and 
lauded His Majesty King Hus¬ 
sein's efforts to find a just and 
durable peace in the Middle East. 


The d emon s t rators, mostly young people, attacked civilian 
vehicles and police cars, thus forcing the police to intervene to 
restore public order, according to the Interior Ministry spokesman. 
He said no one was uyured but windows of some security cars were 
broken by the protesters. 

The spokesman said the Ministry of Interior deplores such 
“irresponsible acts which are inconsistent with democratic be¬ 
haviour” and warm those who attempt to tamper with security and 
pnbfic order that legal action wflJ be taken against them. The 
spokesman said the ministry rath on all citizens to w*ain>»h» public 
order. 

The marchers Thursday split from a group of about 3,000 people 
who were attending a concert by the Palestinian group Firqat 
Baianda (Band of Oar Homeland). 

Earlier this month, several street marches took place to mark the 
second anniversary of the Palestinian uprising in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

It was the second dm* this month fbw f pro-Palestinian demonstra¬ 
tors had tried to reach the U.S. embassy. 

“We have always told them they wen free to march in the streets 
and shout slogans as long as they do not attack embassies,” a senior 
police officer told Renters. 

The government this week swept away most of the pro visions of 
martial law imposed for 22 years, including those banning large 
public gatherings. 

Bat organisers of such gatherings are still obliged to inform the 
Interior Ministry before hand. 
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. /AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian, 
Iraqi, Egyptian and Yemeni 
" ^youths taking part in the first 
//youth gathering of the Arabic 

- -Cooperation Council (ACC) 
' -mimtries have expressed their 

■ «6niration of Jordan r s democra- 
tic prindplcs and thanked Jorda- 
. ;: r jrians for their hospitality. 

At the conclusion of the 
gathering, the participants called 

• ^supporting the intifada and 
praised the unity agreement be¬ 
tween the Yemens. 

.. . - The youth stressed the need to 
, -provide job opportunities, to 
-. youth of ACC countries and to 
curtail influx of foreign labourers. 

- They studied the brain-drain phe¬ 
nomenon in Arab countries and 
discussed means to solve prob- 

>•' lems related to Arab youth. Pre- 
.V .sent were delegations represent- 
-ving. the ACC countries and the 
. Arab Youth Forum. 

PLO 

: (CeBStocd from page 1) 

. ^ ' He added: ‘The PLO is keen 
" on retaining dose links with East- 
, e?a European peoples which 
$tbdti by the Palestinian people.” 
" He repeated charges that Israel 
v « >as bdiiod allegations that Palesti¬ 
nians, Libyans and Syrians were 
1 fighting alongside supporters! of 
executed Romanian President 
Nicobe Ceausescu. 

- In Tunis, a senior Arab League 
_ official accused the United States 
. ^Friday “of abusing detente and 
sad: it should rather take the 

- opportunity to end its alliance 
’’ with Israel. 

. “ “Unfortunately the United 
-- States is still using developments 
; in. therEast Bloc to strengthen its 
' 'previous policies,” Adnan 
Outran, the league's assistant 
. .secretary general for political 
affairs, told Reuters in an inter¬ 
view/ 

~ L “Events in'Panama show that 

- the understanding in Malta did 

- - not -convince them to adopt 

of addressing 
problems,” he raid. 

/ T%fact it seems, to have har¬ 
dened American positions. We 
hope we are wrong,”- he added. 

. Omran said that in Che Middle 
. East, the United States should 
respond to chang in g djeumst- 
; ^*Q »y 'scr^mg its strategic 

- “In the-post the United States 

- tried to justify the alliance global- 

in terms of c onfli ct with the 
Soviet Union, but there is no 
longer any reason why this 
affiance sboold continue. 

“They should declare it null 
and void and that would create a 
■new mood in the Middle East, a 
positive mood, and dear the way 
for a more creative dialogue with 
-Ihe Arab states/’ be said. 

• - -‘B oth sides (supporters) must 
respect detente.If one superpow¬ 
er^ to w lthcha w and the other to 

- ootids to strengthen its position 
font’is not bjealthy in our view... 

■ unless vacuum is filled by the 
r inteniatipnal .community,” be 
addetU '* 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — The In¬ 
ternational Islamic News Agency 
(UNA) executive council has cal¬ 
led for promoting cooperation 
and integration among Islamic 
countries in order to confront 
hostile propaganda. 

At the conclusion of its 14th 
session in Baghdad Friday, the 
HNA executive council called for 
highli ghting news on the Palesti¬ 
nian intifada and condemned all 
attempts designed to undermine 
Saudi sovereignly or interfere in 
the country’s internal affairs. The 
council expressed pride in Iraq's 
latest scientific achievement and 
called for concluding a peace 
agreement between Iraq and Iran 
as well as the exchange of prison¬ 


ers of war. 

The council called for ending 
foreign interference in Lebanon’s 
affairs and applauded Saudi King 
Fahd’s endeavours to realise the 
Ta’if agreement. 

The council also decided to 
endorse all cooperation agree¬ 
ments the HNA had)' signed with 
other news agencies, to increase 
the number of UNA correspon¬ 
dents so as to expand its area 
coverage, and to assign an annual 
prize to the best journalistic pro¬ 
duction the HNA receives from 
member agencies. 

The director of the Jordan' 
News Agency, Petra, office in" 
Baghdad represented the agency, 
to the meetings. 


INTIFADA RALLY: A speech rally was held Friday at the Grand 
Mosque in Irbid marking the second anniversary of the intifada. 
Addressing the audience, Lower House of Parliament Deputies, 
Dr. Ahmad AJ Kofahi and Sheikh Abdul Rahim A! ‘Kour 
reviewed the stages the intifada has gone through and stressed the 
role it played in nullifying Israel’s claims with regard to the so 
called alternative homeland. They also underlined the intifada's 
role in confirming the Palestinian people's identify (Petra). 

RAINFALL PRAYERS: Rainf all prayers were held Friday in 
various parts of the Kingdom at the request of the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. Addressing worshippers who per¬ 
formed the prayers. Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ali 
Faqir called on citizens to abide by Islam in words and deeds so that 
the Almighty would respond to their prayers (Petra). 

NRA OUTLINES PLANS: Natural Resources Authority (NRA) 
Director-General Kama! Jreisat has outlined NRA plans to 
'develop and encourage investment in Jordan's raw minerals sector 
in order to increase local production and export minerals. 
Addressing a seminar on volcanic raw eruptions Thursday, Jreisat 
called for increased research and economic feasibility studies in the 
field (Petra). 

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH COURSE: Health Minister 
Mohammad Addoub A1 Zaben Thursday met with participants in a 
course on occupational health, held in Amman and exchanged 
views with them on the course’s topics. Participants stressed the 
importance of such courses and said they contributed to promoting 
and enhancing knowledge (Petra). 
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Iraqi First Deputy Prime Ministe r Taha Yassin several embassy officials late Thursday after a 
Ramadan is seen off at the airport by Prime two-day official visit. 

Minister Mudar Badran, cabinet ministers and 

Jordan, Iraq agree 
to boost cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Thursday received 
Iraqi First Deputy Premier Taha 
Yassin Ramadan and his accom¬ 
panying delegation, who took 
part in the Joint Higher Jorda¬ 
nian Iraqi Committee's (JHJICl 
meetings, which began here 
Wednesday. 

Ramadan conveyed to the 
King, President Saddam Hus¬ 
sein’s greetings. Ramadan and 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
head of the Jordanian side at the 
meetings, briefed King Hussein 
on the ourcome of the commit¬ 
tee's meetings and their efforts to 
enhance bilateral cooperation in 
all fields. 

Ramadan, who is also chair¬ 
man of a special ministerial com¬ 
mittee formed by the Arab Coop¬ 
eration Council (ACC) member 
state — Jordan, Iraq, Egypt and 
North Yemen — briefed the King 
on tiie ministerial committee's 
programme and the steps it has 
taken so far on the path of achiev¬ 
ing ACC integration. King 
Hussein voiced satisfaction with 
the results the JHJIC has 
achieved so far. 

Later Thursday Ramadan, who 
headed the Iraqi side to the 
JHJIC meeting, after a two-day 
official visit to Jordan. 


Id a departure statement. 
Ramadan said he was pleased to 
have met with the King and dis¬ 
cussed with him the results of the 
JHJIC meetings and issues per¬ 
taining to the next ACC summit* 
which will be held here in 
February. 

Ramadan also said the commit¬ 
tee was successful in providing all 
the circumstances necessary to en¬ 
able both countries to attain 
further achievements in all fields. 

In a press statement at the 
airport. Prime Minister, Badran 
expressed happiness at Rama¬ 
dan’s visit. He said the visit 
served as an opportunity to hold 
discussions at the bilateral and 
ACC levels. Badran described 
the discussions as positive and 
constructive and said they contri¬ 
buted to enhancing cohesion be¬ 
tween both countries. 

Earlier Thursday, Ramadan 
and Badran signed minutes of the 
JHJICs meetings and the mi¬ 
nutes of the 10th session of the 
Joint Jordanian Iraqi Ministerial 
Committee. 

The two sides set the volume of 
commercial exchange during the 
year 1990 at $800 million. The 
two parties also agreed to use 
.Aqaba port for Iraqi exports and 
imports and to give it priority 


over other pons. 

The two sides also stressed the 
need for speeding up work on the 
national electric grids project be¬ 
tween both countries as the first 
step to connecting other countries 
of the Arab Orient with the 
Maghreb countries. They also 
stressed the importance of 
achieving integration in the fields 
of transport and recommended 
the undertaking of a feasibility 
study on link both countries by 
railroad. The two sides agreed to 
hold the next meeting in Baghdad 
next December. 

On the sidelines of the JHJIC’s 
meetings. Minister of Industry 
and Trade Ziad Fariz and Iraqi 
Minister of Transport and Com¬ 
munications and Acting Finance 
Minister Mohammad Hamzeh AJ 
Zubaidi signed minutes of the 
Joint Jordanian Iraqi Ministerial 
Committee meetings. The mi¬ 
nutes stressed the need for giving 
priority to trade between the two 
countries and agreed to hold 
commercial exhibitions in both 
countries to give people exposure 
to the items produced by each 
country. The minutes highlighted 
the importance of the industrial 
cqprdination and recommended 
setting up integrated industries in 
both countries. 


NM1 aims to provide full 
care at lowest cost—Majali 


AMMAN (Petra),— Director- 
General of the National Medical 
Institution (NMI) Abdul Salam 
A1 Majali Friday outlined the 
objectives of NMI. He said NMI 
aims at providing complete 
medical care to all beneficiaries at 
the lowest cost 

Majah said the institution also 
seeks to provide the largest num¬ 
ber of hospital beds to cope with 
any emergency situations and to 
prepare qualified personnel to 
offer these services. 

During a tour of Prince Ali Ibn 
A1 Hussein hospital, Karak and 
Ghor Safi Hospitals, Majali stres¬ 
sed the importance of estab¬ 
lishing a medical care system that 
could provide complete medical 
care to all beneficiaries without 
any discrimination. 

Majali visited Jamil Toutanji 


hospital in Madaba Thursday, 
where he met with the staff and 
briefed them on the history of 
medical .services in Jordan. He 
.explained NMI’s philosophy of 
decentralisation of operations. 
Facilities work independently in a 
bid to deviate from the routine. 

He said that every hospital 
would have its own budget and 
a dminis tration, thus li miting the 
role of the institution to planning, 
supervision and follow up on the 
services offered by hospitals. 

Majali stressed the importance 
of inter-staff meetings, consulta¬ 
tions and exchange of views on 
daily and weekly basis. “Such 
meetings provide a forum for 
discussing all issues of interest to 
the staff and patients, be said. 

Majali pledged continued 
efforts to establish a system 



Abdnl Salam Al MqjaS 

whereby aH citizens would be 
treated under the umbrella of a 
national health insurance plan. 



Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year 
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A step in the right 
direction 


THE RESTORATION of foil diplomatic relations between 
Syria and Egypt Wednesday was a bit of anti-climax as all 
indicators during tbe past many months wfere pointing in 
the direction of such an inevitable return to normalcy 
between them. After inviting Cairo to attend the last Arab 
Mimn i l t at Casablanca in May of this year, it became a 
foregone conclusion that Egyptian-Syrian relations wiD be 
resumed at the highest level. In other words the process that 
made the rest o r a tion of full diplomatic relations between the 
two countries immin ent began a long time ago and was in 
fact triggered by the Jordanian initiative to reintegrate 
Cairo into the Arab fold. And the projected Mubarak-Assad 
summit in January becomes the culmination of this process 
and the vindication of the eld Middle' East troth which states 
that without Egypt tbe Arab World cannot wage war against 
Israel and without Syria it cannot sue for peace with the 
Zionist state. Seen against this backdrop, the restoration of 
status quo ante between Cairo and Damascus wiD 
the Arab bargaining position with Israel immensely and 
could very well end up being the very catalyst that could 
bring tbe Israelis and tbe Arabs to tbe negotiating table on 
solid grounds. No wonder Israel is aD hot and bothered by 
tbe return of normalcy to the Syrian-Egyptian relations, for 
their biggest fear is real negotiations that could force them 
to strike an equitable deal. 

What wiU complete the chain of Arab cooperation and 
coordination is of course the resumption of full diplomatic 
relations between Damascus and Baghdad. One may pre- 
srnne that in the wake of the restoration of Syrian-Egyptian 
relations on all fronts, the next logical ^nd natural step is to 
put tiie Syrian-Iraqi relations as weO on the right and 
brotherly course. No doubt Egypt wiD pot its foil weight 
behind such a positive development. There is no better way 
to crown the entire process of restoring inter-Arab relations 
to their natural and brotherly levels than to have Syrian- 
Iraqi relations also reintegrated into the burgeoning Arab 
relations. 

But it is one thing to have diplomatic relations and it is 
quite another to have fraternal relations governing the 
inter-Arab relations on all fronts. What Cairo and Damas¬ 
cus need to do most is to translate their newly found 
relations into synchronised and coordinated policies with 
regards to all the conflicts that the Arab Worid faces and 
wfll face in the new world that is emerging aD around them. 
It goes without saying that on top of tbe list of such issues 
and conflicts is tbe broader Arab-IsraeU conflict that is stifl 
awaiting a meaningful resolution. Maybe now, in the wake 
of restorations of Arab relations, is tbe time afteraB when 
brad wiD begin to talk real business with tike Arab parties 
to resolve the Palestinian question and the other dimensions 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Any eventual chang e in the 
Israeli stance towards the Palestinian conflict in the wake of 
the improvement in the inter-Arab relations would be the 
best test of tbe meaning and significance of the restoration erf 
the Egyptian-Syrian relations. 


JORDAN PRESS 


Al Ra'i Friday commented on tbe outcome of the joint Jordanian- 
Iraqi Higher Committee meetings in Amman, describing it as very 
successful. Tbe meeting and the constant coordination of efforts 
between the two countries in all fields represent a form of 
cooperation that should be copied by other Arab states, die paper 
noted. The paper referred to die new trade protocol amounting to 
$800 million during the coming, and the two countries' determina¬ 
tion to link their national grids and land transport networks as 
part of the on-going process towards full integration between die 
two Arab neighbours. Indeed the new protocol for the coming 
year, constitutes further momentum to the Jordanian-Iraqi 
endeavour to serve hither Arab interests, tbe paper added. The 
paper expressed deep satisfaction with the outcome of the 
committee meetings and said that thanks to the efforts of the two 
leaderships in Baghdad and Amman, the two countries are truly 
oriented towards full unity, paving the way for a greater pan-Arab 
unity. 


A columnist in Al Ra'i Arabic daily casts a gloomy outlook on the 
impact of changes now going on in Eastern Europe on the scene in 
the Middle East region. Fahd Ai Fanek says that the deep rooted 
changes in Europe are bound to bring about an end to Communist 
rule and to render Eastern European countries in bad need of 
help from the West especially from the United States. The writer 
notes that such assistance could be linked to the Communist 
countries allowing more Jews to emigrate to Israel, thus creating 
congestion in tbe Jewish state, justifying any another war of 
expansion against tbe Arabs. The writer also notes that the 
Eastern European countries, especially the Soviet Union, will not 
consider the Arab countries as allies while the Western European 
nations will turn their attention towards helping their European 
kinsmen. He says that Moscow's increased reliance on the West 
for assistance would force that superpower to leave the Middle 
East arena to the United States, allowing it to impose its will on 
the Arab nation. 


Al Dostonr daily Friday paid tribute to the government of Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran for setting up a committee to erase the 
adverse effects of Jordan's decision to sever ties with the West 
Bank. The paper said that this step came at a time when the 
Jordanian-Palestinian relationship is witnessing a further boost, 
largely due to the close coopertion to serve the common interests. 
The paper said that the government's derision to provide further 
facilities to the Palestinian people and to help the West Bankers 
to market their products here and in Arab states and to give 
facilities at the bridges across the River Jordan will no doubt give 
impetus to the ever growing move towards further cementing the 
strong ties between Jordanian and Palestinian people in all fields. 


1989 saw collapse of 
Communist rule in 
Eastern Europe 
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By Patrick Worship 

Reuter 


LONDON—In 1989 Communist 
rule collapsed in Eastern Europe, 
raising hopes that the cold war 
was finally dying away bat also- 
disrupting the East-West balance 
that had kept a dully peace for 40 
years. 

The breaking open of the Ber¬ 
lin Wall in November was for 
many the crowning image of a 
year that saw the improvement of 
U.S.-Soviet relations consoli¬ 
dated by Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev and incoming U.S. 
President George Bush. 

After a superpower summit in 
Malta at the beginning of Decem¬ 
ber, Gorbachev said: “We stated, 
both of os, that the worid is 
leaving one epoch of cold war and 
entering another epoch.” 

Tbe new Soviet policy of coop¬ 
eration with Washington to cool 
regional trouble spots had effects 
right across the globe, with Mos¬ 
cow and its allies withdrawing 
troops from Afghanistan, Cam¬ 
bodia and Angola. 

But even the superpowers had 
no magic wand to wave away the 
deep-rooted feuds that fuelled 
local wars in many regions of the 
worid. 

In the Middle East, Central 
America and elsewhere, conflicts 
seemed almost as far from solu¬ 
tion as before. 

And the army of the world's 
poor continued to grow, with the 
global foreign debt reaching $13 
trillion and tbe newly emerging 
democracies of Eastern Europe 
joining Latin American and Afri¬ 
can countries in the queue for aid 
from the rich. 

Events moved with bewildering 
speed after Gorbachev made 
dear at a Warsaw Pact summit in 
July that Moscow would no lon¬ 
ger underwrite Communist reg¬ 
imes in its East European allies, 
reversing a policy in fence for four 
decades. 

With the Soviet prop pulled 
away, the East Bloc governments 
simply fen to pieces as increasing- 
ly confident populations deman¬ 
ded the political freedoms and 
economic prosperity they saw in 
their Western neighbours. 

Tbe rot set in Poland, where 
the Solidarity Trade Union move¬ 
ment humiliated the Communists 
in paitiy-free elections in June, 
then took control of the govern¬ 
ment in September under Prime 
Minister Tadeusz Mazowieclri, a 
Roman Catholic activist. 

In Hungary, the ruling party 
abandoned Cornminrism in October 
and prepared for free elections in 
1990. In East Germany Czechos¬ 
lovakia and Bulgaria, mass de¬ 


monstrations forced the old guard 
out of office and brought prom¬ 
ises of free polk next year. 

But some Communist govern-’ 
ments dug their heels in. 

China’s leaders, who had pur¬ 
sued a major economic reform 
policy in the 1960s, baulked at 
political changes and sent in tanks 
to crush pro-democracy demon¬ 
strators on Peking's Tiananmen 
Square in Jane. The official death 
toll was about 300 but diplomats 
believe thousands may have died. 

Romanian President Nicolae 
Ceausescn also tried to defend his 
brand of Communism by force 
and had troops open fire on 
protesters, killin g thousands. But 
popular fury led to bis overthrow 
ana execution. 

In Moscow, Gorbachev began 
to find himself outpaced by tbe 
East European changes be him¬ 
self had promoted. He set limits 
to the economic scope of his 
aiHng pe r est ro ika reform prog¬ 
ramme and said tbe Soviet Com¬ 
munist Party most retain its lead¬ 
ing role. 

But be faced increasing unrest 
among tbe country’s numerous 
ethnic groups. 
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r Tis the season to he jolly, my good man! We WON! Did you know that? Capitalism ^ 
is triumphant. Communism lies in ruins . Our system prevails! We won! SmileT 


The Baltic republics of 
Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia 
steadily distanced themselves 
from Moscow, while in the south 
of the country more than -100 
people w e r e reported to have 
died in dashes between Arme¬ 
nians and Azerbaijanis over the 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The eclipse of East European 
Communism, which American 
futurologist Francis Fukuyama 
said marked the “end of history,” 
was welcomed in the West and 
beyond, but (nought with it a new 
set of problems. 

The Warsaw Pact appeared 
seriously nudcnniiicd, and many 
in the West queried whether 
NATO too had outlived its use¬ 
fulness. 

But politicians from Gor¬ 
bachev to British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher said the two 
were still needed, at 
least as political groupings and a 
framework for arms control. 

In March, NATO and the Pact 
began talks in Vienna aimed at 
cutting bade the still huge num¬ 
bers of troops and non-nuclear 
weaponry in Europe from the 
Atlantic to the Urals. They prom¬ 
ised a treaty by late 1990. 

At the heart of the problems 
facing the new Europe lay the 
newly revived German question, 
as the crumbling of the East-West 
divide led to calls for reunifica¬ 


tion of the two Germanies. In 
Bonn, Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
launched a plan in November for 
confederation, but Germany's 
neighbours urged caution. 

Although peace appeared to be 
breaking out in Europe, wars 
raged on elsewhere despite the 
Kremlin’s new policy of ending its 
involvement in Third World con¬ 
flicts. 

In February, the last of 100,000 
Soviet troops returned home 
from Afghanistan almost 10 years 
after they were sent there to 
support the Kabul government 
against Afghan rebels. 

Western officials expected tbe 
Kabul government to fall after 
the Soviets left, but die U.S.- 
backed guerrillas were unable to 
score a quick viSJbry. 

Equally inconclusive was the 
14-year-long civil war in Angola, 
even though Cuba steadily im¬ 
plemented a 1988 agreement to 
puD out by 1991 its 50,000 troops 
helping the Marxist government 
against South African-backed 
UNITA guerrillas. 

. The upside of the agreement 
was that South Africa agreed to 
independence for neighbouring 
Namibia (South West Africa), 
which it had controlled for 74 
years. Elections in November 
were won by the South West 
Africa People's Organisation 
(SWAPO) guerrilla group, which 
will assume power next April. 

The independence of Namibia 
will leave South Africa as the 
only white-ruled country on tbe 
continent. Bat there too, new 
President F.W. De Klerk, who 


succeeded hardliner P.W. Botha 
in September, appeared to be 
moving towards an accommoda¬ 
tion with die blade majority. 

In Asia, too, foreign troop 
withdrawals were in vogue. In 
September, Vietnam removed its 
forces which had been propping 
up the Cambodian government 
for 10 years, but Phnom Penh 
could reach no immediate politic¬ 
al settlement with its guerrilla 
foes. 

Some parts of the world 
seemed immune to improvements 
in superpower ties, notably the 
Middle East. 

Some 850 people died in Leba¬ 
non in a new six-month flare-up 
of the dvfl war before the Arab 
League negotiated a ceasefire 
and persuaded the country’s par¬ 
liament to elect a new president, 
Rene Muawad, in November. 

Bat he was assassinated after 
17 days in office, and his succes¬ 
sor Elias Hrawi, though sup¬ 
ported by the Muslims, could not 
immediately impose his control 
over the Falangist sector. 

/. In the Israeh-occupied territor¬ 
ies a Palestinian uprising raged on 
info its third'year and the death 
toll dimbed over the 600 'mark. 

On the diplomatic front, a five- 
point U.S. plan for a peace dia¬ 
logue won acceptance in principle 
from Israel and the Palestine Li¬ 
beration Organisation,, but the 
two sides imposed contradictory 
conditions. 

The 1988 Gulf war ceasefire 
held through 1989 but peace talks 
between Iran and Iraq made no 
headway despite the death in 


East Bloc political upheaval 
produces poignant moments 


By Susan Greenberg 

Renter 


LONDON — One November 
weekend, a British, television re¬ 
porter interviewed Czechoslovak 
dissident emigre Jan Kavan in 
front of a seething, c hanting 
crowd in Prague's Wenceslas 
Square. They both smiled at the 
irony of the moment. 

A week earlier Kavan, a stu¬ 
dent leader during the 1968 “Pra¬ 
gue Spring” or re fo rms , would 
have been slammed Into jail just 
for setting foot in the country. 

The reporter had often visited 
him in London for information 
about oppos i t i on in the East 
Bloc. Neither of them expected to 
meet in phaiyd circumst¬ 
ances. 

Developments in East Europe 
have thrown up many unex¬ 
pected, bittersweet moments like 
this. 

Emigres have worked for years 
in a strange, sometimes hostile, 
world to keep human rights on 
the agenda. What wfll they do 
now their dreams are craning 
true? Wfll they retain, dislocating 
their lives once more, or do they 
feel they stfl have a job to do 
abroad? , 

The question highlights a 
dilemma freed by such activists, 
as illustrated by the accounts of 
several people interviewed by 
Renters. 

Kavan, 43, was caught in the 
West when Soviet tanks rolled 
into Prague 21 years ago. Friends 
at home advised him to stay and 
help them from the outside. This 
led to the creation of Palach Press 
and the East European Cultural 
Foundation, which fostered tints 
between East Bloc dissident 
movements. 

When he walked through the 
Magic Lantern Theatre in Pra¬ 
gue, where last month’s revolt 
took shape, Kavan recognised 


like many emigres Kavan 
faces complications about nation¬ 
al status and says he wfll now ask 
for reinstatement of his Czechos¬ 
lovak citizenship, withdrawn in 
1977. When he returned in 
November he was stopped and 
interviewed at the airport. 

He hopes to return permanent¬ 
ly “one day” but still sees a role 
in the West producing a compara¬ 
tive forum for debate. 

“The changes will throw up 
important issues which haven't 
been discussed for a long time... 
there’s not going to be unity, 
within East Bloc countries or 
between them.” 


don and Budapest, where he re¬ 
cently ran in a by-election for the 
small Hungarian October Party. 

The group is unpopular with 
both the ruling ex-Cranmunists 
and the main, opposition groups, 
of whom he is equally critical. 

“When I first retained I felt 
touched — I thought I would not 
see my country again. But it was 
only a- few hours before I felt 
completely at honrne,” said Kras- 
so, 57, in a telephone interview 
from Budapest. 


“When I left it ws not posable 
to conduct politics and I felt I 
could help spread information 


Emigres have worked for years in a 
strange, sometimes hostile, worid to 
keep human rights on the agenda. 
What will they do now their dreams 
are coming true? Will they return, 
dislocating their lives once more, or 
do they feel they still have a job to do 
abroad? 


of dissidents whose harassment 
be had publicised. 


Gyorgy Krasso, a dissident 
activist and participant in Hun¬ 
gary’s 1956 uprising, gained per¬ 
mission to leave his country in 
1985 after the death of a relative. 
Soon afterwards he started the 
Hungarian October Information 
Service in London. 

Like many emigres Krasso re¬ 
turned to Budapest in Jane for 
the reburial of Communist leader 
Imre Nagy, hanged for backing 
toe 1956 revolt, whose rehabilita¬ 
tion marked a tuning point in 
Hungary’s refor m process. 

Krasso had to relinquish his 
British refugee status to return to 
Budapest and fight for a new, 
unrestricted, Hungarian pass¬ 
port. He is currently hopping 
.between his young family in Lon- 


from outside. But now I am only 
politically valid if I am in Hun- 


Polish emigre Marek Garztedb 
was stranded in London during 
an official visit for die indepen¬ 
dent Solidarity Trade Union 
Movement after martial law was 
imposed in 1981. EGs job as a jazz 
journalist, family and home were 
all cut off from him. 

Along with other activist 
emigres be decided it was iris duty 
to remain a spokesman, for tbe 
movement when it was forced 
underground. But he often faced 
hostility or indifference, with 
'some poops accusing Solidarity 
of being inspired by the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) and others pronouncing it 


a tost cause, be said in London. 

Garztedti. 42, went back to 
Poland in November for the first 
time and hopes to commute be¬ 
tween his old and new home. He 
feels less sure of finding recogni¬ 
tion of his work back home man 
others such as Kavan, however, 
and feels a gap in shared experi¬ 
ence with those who lived 
through martial law. 

"People in Poland tell me, 
you had it easy living in a free, 
wealthy country. Bat there is no 
language to explain the emigre’s 
feeling of loneliness.” 

While Czechoslovak dissident 
Vaclav Havel led efforts to re¬ 
move tbe Communists from pow¬ 
er Vflem Precan, 56, was loading 
a bos bound from West Germany 
to Prague, fall of Havel’s writ¬ 
ings. 

The books, printed in West 
Germany, used to be smuggled 
into the country in the face of 
severe surveillance and fear of 
reprisal. This time they were 
going in with official approval. 

Precan's Documentation Cen¬ 
tre for the Promotion of Indepen¬ 
dent Czechoslovak Literature, 
based in the Bavarian town of 
Sbeinfeld, is helping Prague re¬ 
print 100,000 copies of foe Black 
Book on the Soviet invasion 
which be co-edited shortly after 
1968. 

- Like tbe others, however, he 
has had his share of problems 
since being forced to leave Pra¬ 
gue in 1976. 

“Emigration is a hard hie,” said 
Precan by telephone from Bavar¬ 
ia. “We have a saying that every 
year as an emigre counts as two 
years at home. 

Especially in the 1970s, when 
the West was seen by dissidents 
as ignoring human rights for the 
sake of detente, there was “a 
deep feeling that we were foigot- 
ten,” be said. 

"But now we are doing some¬ 
thing to help ourselves, let us 
hope the rest of tiie worid will 
come to help us too.” 


June of Iran’s revolutionary lead¬ 
er Ayatollah RuhpUah Khomeini. 

Islamic fervour was kept alive 
in Iran and elsewhere by 
Khomeini's “death sentence” in 
February on file Indian-bom wri¬ 
ter Salman Rushdie for his novel 
the Satanic Verses, which was 
deemed to blaspheme against file 
Prophet Mohammad. 

In many parts of Latin Amer¬ 
ica, violence remained a way of 
life even though military regimes 
continued to give way to demo¬ 
cracy. 

U.S. President Bush, seeking 
to establish a reputation for deci¬ 
sive action even, at the cost of 
friction with Moscow, sent troops 
into Panama in December to oust 
strongman General Mannel 
Antonio Noriega and install a 
government under Gufltenno En- 
dara. . ' 

Elections in Chile in December 
brought victory to Christian 
De m o cra t Patricio Aylwin who 
will lake over in March from 
General Augnsto Pinochet, the 
country’s ruler since his 1973 
coup.. But Pinochet can retain the 
aimed forces command. ' 

Fighting between the govern¬ 
ment and left-wing guerrillas con¬ 
tinued in El Salvador, where 
rightist Alfredo Cristiam was 
elected president in Manh. In 
Nicaragua, hopes for an end to 
the war between the government 
and U.S.-backed contra rebels 
focused on elections scheduled 
for next February: • 

In addition to foe violence, a 
major threat to democracy in 
Latin America remained file re¬ 


gion's crushing foreign dehi,cOi- 
mated by the year’s end atr$420 
bfltton, about one thir&.pl 
world total. Africa bwes : some 
$200 billion. ~ i V 

But in 1989 a ghmmerdf hope r 
emerged for the worldydd>ttks." 
Western policy-maker? begauje- : 
luctantly to crane round 
idea of debt fbrgjveness;^ntf a : 
plan launched in ^ 

Treasury Secretary Nicholas-. 
Brady encouraged banks'to re¬ 
duce loans in return far mOre... 
secure bonds. . r . 

Third Worid debtors began to - 
worry, however, that they cordd 
lose out again asthedeydoped 
countries shifted resourc^tores- ' 
tore the economies of .-Eastern .' 
Europe, shattered by 40 years of 

mitral. p lanning . 

At the centre of the Westetu 
aid programme for Eastern : 
Europe was the European Gcoh 
inanity, whose owil plans to ere-: 
ate a single internal market by 
1992 began to be ron^pHcatefthy , 
the prospect that East Btoccottn- 
tries would seek to jom. i|: ' 

Qy comparison ,, 

viom. years, 1989 
free of major disaster^ ^serious 
earthquake damaged Saitfluan- . - 
cisco in. October jf^L'drath / 
toll, originallyfeared tobe^nhe 
hundred^, was eventualtyreVBJed 
down to 67., . 

But amid grown® concern Oyer 
■ file pollution of the envnSiinejtt- 
there was a major catastrophe for 
wildlife off the coast of i^laska : . 
-after the tanker Exxon Vaklcz-; . 
leaked 11 miBion gallons of erode-- 
oil into file sea. 


mm-F 


s eye view 


in trim cmrtfrww qmet oftbestrnnge, the- 
bbtarre, tbm frnmy, thesadand, rpUtm simply, tfcw 
cartons, the follo wing worm recently rssfiifr 
experienced liy yoim truly: ■ VV" 

— Gas stations in Jordan, and all overthm 
world ham no smoking signs plastered op mvm y 
avafiaUe watt sp acm . This Is not dona because 
smoking is a health hazard bat because a tiny 
spark nmar gasoUna can makm tte wftob station' 
as raff as the entire city block that it Is bigg up 
in smote. Most peo pl e respect this danger mad 
refrain from smoking for the five mbmtms tt 
tabes to fin up a car. I wish the same could be safd 
for many of the attendants who work atthmsm 
stations. So often yom sum an attendant fUUnga 
oar with cigarette between Ms fi ng e r s dr- in Ida' 
month. IMs Is not smart, nor is it brmms^hh 
down right dumb. 

HMKe at a gas station put your rfjainrf i irr* 
(that goes for attendants as weO) before yodgo 
up in a puff of smokeI 

— From now on everyon e who asm private 

hospitals in Amman sbouM keep JD 200 in c h e d - 
e way in bis pocket in case, God forbid, there Is d 
medtcmM emerge ncy req uirin g hospHmUsatled.' 




treated in the Emergency Room, or one neods to 
be admitted into the hospital. The reason is thmt 
private hospttais wm not even look at tho pd-c 
tiort unless the JD 200 deposit ft paid tn'ad&X 
ante. What if riba patient is having ahmmdattm*'< 

or is bleeding to death? Well, _ If bo dies it 

his fmdt for not thinking ahead and ftwraSS 
the deposit money. People in the 
Stott us ed to take the Hypocratic Oath^. Ha*& 
bean transformed into the Hyp o ca ftkal 
—A few reminders that wm pot a damner oh 
year Hew Year’s Eve celebratio ns;- v '" : 

— Have you paid aB yoor taxed? ’ ^ 

—j Did yon forget to send a Cfrrfetnus card jjp 

•drone? 

— It Is the thorn again to renew Your ma&- 
bershin in ewvthima p- it miniftfr *8^ 

~ !*• *2"^ *»» school fm arm tmr-S&r 

— 7T .fa us^l to b. thm mm mtmaymr’MiSl 
would be considering your oav ra fi e 

with the 

gat ready for a won’t team sartt^'l^lSl 
good health ami prosperity to aBr-\': 


ffnq gCB T . 
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L'Ojrient dans la musique classique occidentale 


Mozart: de la source 


•UP 


({’inspiration a la reflexion 


m Vfm 



I/Orient est dereoa, sues XVIXe et XVDDEe sifedes, 
ujote source d’inspiration grandissante pour !es musi- 
dens ocddentam. Dans la tignge du “bourgeois 
^ttSOunmne” de Lully et Mofifcre, c’est I’Empire 
Ottoman qui susdte cbez les artistes un exotisme 


haut en couleurs et peu soucieux ({’exactitudes 
cnltureUes ou g£ograpbiques. Les operas de Mozart 
reflfctent ce gout, mais le transforment en reflexion 
philosophlque sur les rapports entre I’Ocddent 
chrr£tien et rOrient musulman. 
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FORUM 


pitoM trabord la femme! 

: Wolfgang A m adeus Mozart phute 
gmai le dficor oriental de “L'Enifive- 
. gvait aa SfinriT*. 1W de ses plus 
mods apfiras. Oh sommes-nous ex- 
acteipent ? Aucune indication de la 
partition ne prfdse le pays oO Fhfir- 
cJne Constance est sfiquesrrte, dans 
je majestueux palais dont le spec- 
tateur ddc onvroa fcs janfios pendant' 
bs seines stdvantes ... faction se 
atuc done qnejque part dans I’Empire 
Ottoman,- ehez fcs Tores, con trie 
devenne sur seine tout F Orient im- 
agjinaire des VIennois du XVUTe 
s&ki ■ 

Poor dresser one ambiance pit- 
tortsque, Mozart utilise tes ingre¬ 
dients muacanx d’un genre dfiji codi- 
fif kson fipoque, qn’on appdlait 
‘‘Tunjoerie’’. Le plus soovenl, Feffer 
rccbeichfi fitait commue : Fair d’Qs- 
nrin, qui ouvee “L’Enlfivemetrt au 
SfiraiT* veut faire sourire de cede 
mysogtme affidjfie, fioooefie par une 
vox lourde et maladroite. Pourtant, 
to prasnmages de Mozart vonl ben 


au-deta des caricatures de tuns bor- 
nfis par lesquelles le ihfiAtre se 
vengeait de Fangoissc rfieUe que 
FEmpire Ottoman iaisait (aloes) pes- 
er sur l’Autricbe. 

“L'Enlfcvemem au Strati" met bien 
deux utuvets face k face : critri des 
valeuzs du couple chrftien ercehu do 
pouvoir mtnusuhnan. Mozart dfimoo- 
tre, dans son opfira, que les verms 
universebcB du pardon et de la toler¬ 
ance peuvent rfunir ces deux 
mondes, presque ennetms de prime 
abord. 11 taut remonter phis ham dans 
son oeuvre, pour compreodre com¬ 
ment Mozart a fait de la confronta¬ 
tion entre l’Oricnt et F Occident un 
enjeu philosophic ue que sa musique a 
si justemem traduit. 

Tons les apprentis pianistes ont 
joud la “Marche Turque,” oomposie 
par un Mozart de vingt ans. EUe 
rdpondait k une mode qtri touchait r 
pnndpalement Salzbourg, la viBe 
natale du muscien. Mozart s’est amn- 
s£ k transformer la main gauche du 
piantste en grosse caisse fnergiqae, et 
la main drone unite la permission 
algae des triangles, slots que des 
parties plus virtuosos gvoquent les 
contours shmetn des vents dont les 
Tores se servaient dans lenrs fanfares. 

Dans un ballet mtituld “Les 


Jalousies du SArail.'’ compose en 
2772, Mozart transpose k 1‘orchestre 
les mtates couleurs sonores : les 
petites fliites piccolo y jooeut. avec 
les cymbales, une danse efirdnde. 
Mais biemftt, Mozart songe & fccrire 
un opdra dont I’actioo entihre se 
diroolerait dans cet Orient exotique. 

En cela, 0 fpouse le mouvanem 
lindraire de son temps. Depuis les 
“Lettres persanes" de Montesquieu 
et les “Contes” de Voltaire, les rapts 
de belles princesses grecqnes et 
troyenoes sont rempkm£$ par les 
aventnres survenoes nan« ce monde h 
la fbis atrirant et effrayant: cehii des 
Iointains (mais contemporains) 
S^rails d"Orient. 

Mootart fit k Paris, en 2779, une 
cuneuse rencontre : on compositeur 
qo'il admirait beaucoup, Cambim. lid 
raconta son a venture. U avait 6t t 
enlevf par des corsaires de "barbar- 
O’Afriquc du Nord) et vendu 
eomme esc lave, avec sa fiancee, k un 
Sultan. JOs rest&rent trois anuses en 
captivit6. Au ffidme moment. Mozart 
entreprend son premier opdra sur le 
thime de Fenlhvement : e’est 
“ZaMe.” 

Allazim, renegat au service du Suk- 
tan Sofiman, aide deux esdaves chnf- 
tiens i s'£chapper du Harem. Rattra- 


pds, ils sont oondamnAs k mon, n»ak 
un coup de th£&lre n£veie leur paren- 
t£ avec Ailarim. Le Saltan leur fait 
done grflee, et dans le final de l'opira 
sont proclamdes ces fiaroles : “On 
trouve des kmes verm eases non 
seulement en Europe mais aussi en 
Asie." 

Cette legon de tolerance est ddve- 
loppde dans r a, Enlivement au 
Strail," compost en 2782. Un }eunc 
bomme espagnol, Belmonte, est venu 
supplier le Pacha S6tim de rendre la 
libertd S sa bien-aimde Constance. 
Prdcddd d’un cboeur de Janissaires, 
S6Em appacalt et met Constance k 
J’ipreuve : il voudrait obtenir son 
amour, mais dans une autre setae il 
lui leprtsente les tortures auxquelks 
il a pouvoir de la soumettre ... 

Tout Topdra montre le chenrin de 
Sdlim vers.la d^mence et la grandeur 
d’Sme. Pour mieux manquer cette 
dvoiutiem, Mozart a place aux c6t6s 
du Pacha un servileur boxnd, Osmin, 
garde-duo urme sadique et bouffon. 
La morale du drame est plus subver¬ 
sive qu’il n*y parait: Mozart l’6lhve A 
un bumanisme qui dipasse les anta¬ 
gonism es politiques (le ptre de Bel¬ 
monte est l'ennemi jur6 du Pacha). 
Summit. 3 place la to ranee en- 
dehore de la religion chrftienne. Elle 



L’exoUsae oriental izaprigne b Utterature et la musique ocddentaJes k partir 
do XVZfe sitele. 


devieni une valeur universelie de 
Fame buroaine. 

L’ultime diape de certe philosophic 
se trouve Hans “La Flute Encbantee.*’ 
le dernier op^ra de Mozart. Uoe fois 
de plus. i'Orient est un lieu mal 
dlfini. mais qui s'appatente k 
I’Egypte pleine de sagesse et de syro- 
boles antiques. l'Egypte de la franc- 
magonnerie. Dans la musique. i] n’y a 
plus trace d'une quelconque “couleur 


locale.” L'hvmne a Isis et Osiris, 
enionni au 2e acte par les preues de 
Zarasstro. esi d’un hicraiisme bauie- 
mem spirituel. 

L’Orient de Mozan transcende le 
cadre moral de la religion dtritienne, 
devenu trop ^troit. Sa musique lui fait 
prendre un sens philosophique uni¬ 
verse!. toujours apte k nous 
dmonvoir. 

Jean-Christophe Marti. 
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Les premiers effets de la liberalisation 


Soulagement et reintegrations 


Palestine 


Damas renoue avec le Caire 

Un long processus 


&knrs que se poarsnit la restitution des passeports ctmfisqn^s 
(tous le psssi qne se msttiplimit les dfdaratiam du gooverne- 
SNnty en foveor notamment de la libfru&safion de la presse, et 
qne se dessment h I*Assemble one troisSfeme coalition “in- 
d^endante” anprte des blocs Btamfate et de la gauche, les 
premiers effets de I’assoupGssefneat de la ha martiale se font 
aentir dans le royaome. 


“Old, ga y est. Ddsormais, je peux 
smiir do pays; Je pens me considdrer 
oomme un dtoy^, eomme tout le 
atande”. Mohammed Khalil, 32 ans, 
fait parae des Jorrianiens, qui depus 
cav tf on deux semaines, se voiem 
' nstitner leurs passeports. 

Mohammed se prepare k voyager 
. es Syne, avec sa famine, pour la 
nri±on£re fins demos neuf ans. Neus 
Softs ^PihtietmiHon poor elude 
- (FqpinkM pohtique. “Hons 1 allons 
juste y passer quelques jours, pour 
nous sentir enfin fibres’*. 

Sa joje, one grande paitie de la 
papulation du xoyaume la postage 
ztpxfts la sdrie de mesnres adoptdes 
par le gottvernement ces dernxires- 
s emaine s. Mesnres, qui onid’oreset 
ddjh abouti i la ddmocratbatkm par-- 
ticfltdc la vie pubfcque dans le pays. 
0 soffit dese piomcner aux aleutours 
chi ddpartemest des passeports. k 
djebel Amman, pour se reflare com- 
pte dn soulagement de miUiers de 
JotdaineiB, dont les paprera avaient 


fit£ ooofisqufis par les services de 
sficuritfi. 

Lh ne s'anfite pas le changement. 
Comme promis par le gouvernement 
de Moudar Badrane, 1’assoapfisse- 
ment dn las d’exception, en vtgueur 
depuis 1967, se txaduil par des levfies 
cTinterdiction de travail. Ainsi pour 
Youssef Houraxri, expulsfi de soo 
eimploi 3 y a t fix ans sur ordie des 
services de ceiiseigaemeats. Nfifitahx 
syndics! et politique, 3 a obtenn le 
droit de repre ndr e son travaS dans 
one banque et se dfidare “benrenx de 
retrouver ses vieux amis.” 

Nombreux sont ceux, qm comme 
lui reooavreot depuis quelques jours 
leur droit au travail, autrefois sunken-, 
du par le gonvemeur militaire geotr- 
al, en vertn de la ku martiak. Cest le 
cas de pexaonnaHtfi tels Georges Had- 
dadine, prfirident de 1’Assodation des 
gfioJogues jordaniens; dn docteur 
Said Houmam. de l*univcrritfi de Jor- 
danie; ou encore de Youssef Hayag- 
neh, du ministfire de I’lndus&ie et du 


Commerce. 

Sans parier des joomalistcs ou des 
ficrivams: Badr Abdul Haq, Fakhri 
Kawar, tamie Andoni, Wafa ‘Amr et 
bien d’a litres encore, peu k peu 
“rfiudnlitfis”. Le processus ne fait 
que s’endeneber mais le mimstre de 
•lTnformation, Ibrahim Izzedin, 
souhgnah encore meioedi que la 
libertfi de la presse et les hbertfis 
d’opinion ainsi que d’exptiessioa iront 
grandissantes. 

Pour cfautres enfin, le tournant 
op6t6 depuis oovembre se traduit par 
un retour en Jordanie, aprfcs de k»- 
gues annfies d’cxiL Mohammed 
Loubbadi, fait panic de ceux-fa. A 
Iibid, ok 3 vient de rentrer aprts 28 
ans d’ahscnce, 3 regoit quotidfenne- 
ment des d’amis. Quelqocs 

.uns out rooms de chance, oomme 
Majed Haboob, qui, lui, a fitfi refoolfi * 
k la frontifire syxo-jordiunenne, faute 
de papiers jordamens. 

Si plus rien ne les e mp fidie de 
revetur dans leur pays, les exflfis sc 
gardent bien, pour la plupart, d’exul-. 
ter. “Oul, j’ai le paaseport dans ia 
poebe, mais jen’ai pas de travail ct la 
vie devient trts cbfiie,", ladle Fun 
d’eux. Uoe ioquifitude face k la crisc 
fioouomique que ne pent fividenanrM 
^acer le soulagcnneiit de fa dfimocra- 
tisatkm progressive du pays. 


Premier 

ambassadeur 


L'Egypte et la Syrie ont offkiellement repris mercredi leurs 
relations dlplomatiqaes. Cette decision, qui met fin & 12 ans de 
brouille entre Damas et le Caire, couronne un long processus 
de rapprochement et fait aujonrd'hui de la Libye le seul pays 
de la Ligne arabe h n’avoir pas encore renoue avec l'Etat 
^gyptien. 


a Amman 


L’Organisaiion de liberation de 
la Palestine a nommfi mercredi 
al-Tayeb Abdei-Rahim ambas¬ 
sadeur de “l’Etat de Palestine” k 
Amman. D s’agjt de fa premiere 
representation diplomatique offi¬ 
ce Dement fitablie depuis Fouver- 
ture de la chanceQerie au dfibut de 
rannfic 2989. 


Ufl mioistre plfinipotcntiatrc, 
Oman Khatib, fitait en effet chargfi 
depuis janvier dernier des affaires 
de l’ambassade de Palestine en 
Jordanie. M. Khatib gardera son 
poste k Amman, a prficisfi FOUR. 

Al-Tayeb Abdei-Rahim est 
metnbre du Comitfi central du 
Fatah, la prindpale composante de 
l’OLP. D occupait depuis un an le 
poste d’ambessadeur de Palestine k 
Belgrade. Q avail auparavant fitfi 
dfil^nfi par 1’OLP en Egypte puis 
en Qtine. 


SBiemam Swds*. 


"Consdcnts des repercussions des 
fivfinements imernationaux sur le 
nxmde arabe et de la ndcessitfi de 
rfialiser une entente arabe eJobale, les 
gouveraements syrien et figyptien ont 
dfiddfi de rfitablir leurs relations di- 
plomatiques". Annoncfie mercredi i 
(’occasion de la visite k Damas du 
premier ministre figyptien. la rficonri- 
liation entre les deux pays est dfisor- 
mais offideUe. 

La normalisation des relations 
figypto-syriennes, rorapues en 1977 
par Damas aprfis la visite k Jerusalem 
dn president Sadate, ama cepeodam 
fitfi longae et chaotique. Un premier 
rfichaufiement avait fitfi enregistre au 
dfibut de ia dficennie. En accfidant au 
pouvoir dans une Egypte isolfie, en 
1981, Hosni Moubarak avait ordonofi 
la fin de toute campagne de presse 
contre d’autre rfigimes arabes. 

En 1983. la guerre entre FIran et 
Flrak, le conflit libanais. ainsi que les 
relations contradictories des deux 
pays avec FOLP, devaieni Woquer le 
processus de rapprochement. Le cbef 
de l’Etat figyptien avait plusieurs fois 
condamnfi la politique du prfisidect 
syrien, qui Finvitait frfiquemment k 


“rompre les accords de Camp 
David”. 


Davicf”. 

Les relations entre les deux pays ne 
se sont amfiliorfies sensiblemem 
qu’au dfibut de I’annfie. La Syrie a 
notamment levfi son objection k la 
reintegration de l’Egypte au sein de la 
Ligue arabe. En fiebange de quoi. le 
Cmre a assoupli sa position sut I ‘oc¬ 
cupation d’une panic du Li ban par les 
croupes de Damas. 

Aprfis une rencontre entre les deux 
chefs d’Etat en avrii dernier k Casab¬ 
lanca. (es signes de rapprochement se 
soar multiplies. Les compagnics 
afiriennes national es ora ainsi repris 
au dfibut du mois leurs liaisons rfigu- 
lifires entre les deux ca pi tales. Les 
visiles offirielles se sont succfidfies ces 
deux detnifires semaines. 

Avec le ifitablissemem des rela¬ 
tions diplomatiques entre la Syrie et 
l'Egypte. tous les membres de b 
Ligue ont renoufi avec le Caire. k 
Fexcepticm de la Libye. Tripoli a 
cependant entrepns le dfiveloppe- 
meot de ses relations commeroale 
avec son voisin, depuis les deux ren- 
contres Qaddafi-Moubarak d’oetobre 
et de dfioembre. (D’apits age aces.) 
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Foirattyour: 


Air Freight Forwarding, 
- Castoras Clearance, 
-Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS 


packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


:Ahdci ; Hamid Sharaf Street 
■ . Shmcrsani 

: Box 7806 

. Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 



EVERY 

DAY 


STUDIO HAIG 


[camera clinic 


PEOPLE WHO WEEP 



CLEANING 
* SERI/ICES 


CALL US! 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


ProCdsional Quality in 
L Hour Servicfe 
Develbp your colour film at 
cw sbop and get:- 


Slide film 
Processing by 


QUALITY REPAIR SERVICE 
FOR AU CAMERA MAKES 


* JUMBO photo 
sfz* 30% larger 

From mniargm- 

ment 20 x 30 cm 


Tel. 604671 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
* Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823892 


Same Day Service 
for all 66 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 
Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 



H. DERDERIAN 6 SON. 

DOWNTOWN - AMMAN 
OPPOSITE ARAD DANK 

TEL t 622420 



Imlbrst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
, " m dordan 

lsfGt& r j5M Amman, near 
Afiliyy&i Girls School 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese naming ports available 


Open daily 12:00-15-30 
im-23-30 


t*jf n< 


Wadi Saqra Road-near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight y 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 


Saudi 

Real Estate 

RENTAL 687821 


Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


OOAQQ 


Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 

& 6:30 p.m.-midnight 


Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


SALES 687822 
CALLSOHA 


TAHBOUB BROTHERS 


For your convenience 

. PHILIPS 

' products 
are displayed at 

SAFEWAY 
INTERNATIONAL. 
Good offers for holld'i ay 
seasons 



T e< ':-5S519 659520 
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Budget 


rentacar 



If you have tried the rest, 
now come to the BEST 




■at irt-irr-rm 

■■■mn i • i 
■ ■■■mriiiM'' 


\m 

rti'm 


BUDGET 
rent a car 

sensational 
40% discount 
Christmas offer 

Tel: 604231 > 




mat.. 

■ tr % ■ - J 

njilii.'i - Jh 4*1 
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Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

aramex~ 
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Mort violent*. L'autotisie du corps d'un Palestinien. dficfidfi la semainv 
demiire dans la section ales inrerrocatoires de (a prison de Gaza, indique qu'ti 


demiire dans la section ales Lnierrogatoircs de (a prison de Gaza, indique qu'il 
y a eu "mort violentc” . ont reeonnu lundi les services rafidicaux israfitiens. 
KhaJed Sheikh, 27 ans, avail succombfi cinq jours plus tdi dans une cellule 
d’isolemem, aprfis nn i/D'ierrogatoire par ies services de sficuritfi du Shin Beth. 
Par aiUeurs, des Israfilirms, des Pales ciniens et plus d'un mil tier de pacifiszes 
europfiens ont dficidfi (kz former aujourd’bui une chaine humaine autour des 
muraiUcs de la Irieilte ViUe de Jerusalem, pour promouvoir 1990 eomme 
“annfie de la paix” tnj Proche-Orient. 


Isram-lraa. Le mini s tre israeuen des Affaires fitrangfres. Mosbe An 
confirmfi mardi le rficxmt achat par Tel Aviv de pfitrolc iranien. Washington 
avait annonefi le 29 d 6 cembre avoir fitfi infonnfi au marebfi mais s'fitait refusfi 
k commcnter les informationsselon lesquelles cette transaction aurait eu pour 
objcctif de faaliter la tibfiration de prisooniers israfitiens et d’otages 
amfiricains au Li ban. fitfi au courani de cet achat. Mais je n'ai pas voulu 

en parler pour ne p?is compromettre le son des prisonniers", a notamment 
dfidarfi Moshe Arens k un groupe de journatistes israfitiens. 


Cessez-le-fea, ma t s... Les fonnatioos duties tibanaises, Amal et Hezbollah, 
out acceplfi de fagt) d couditionnelle le cessez-le feu souhaitfi par Flran alors 
que des engagemer i is sporadiques opposaient encore hier les deux formations 
males du Lib an Send. Le mouvement pro-syrien Amal a dficidfi de respecter la 
deman de iranienra? , mais son chef. Nabih Beni, a fait savoir que le maintien 
de certe dficisiori dfipendajr du retrait des intfigristes pro-iraniens du 
Hezbollah de deu j: villages qu’ils out conquis Ces deraiers sc sont engagfies 
pour leur part k respecter le cessoz-le-feu et se som dficlarfis “prfits au 
dialogue", sans pour autani meutiotmer un retour it lew position d’avant les 
combats. Comba ts, qui depuis samedi dernier ont fait une cinqu3ntaine de 
tufis et uoe vinf paine de blessfis. 


Visite. Le prem k n mioistre itatien a quinfi hier la capitale du Yfimen du Nord 
k Tissue d’une visite officielle de 48 hemes pour se rendre k Aden, au 
Sud-Yfimen. Gin tio Andreotti est le premier responsabk politique euxopfien 
k effectuer un sfi jour dans la rfigion depuis que les deux pays ont entamfi un 
processus de re unification. Le voyage du chef du gouvernement itatien a fitfi 
prficfidfi mardi k Sanaa par le deuitieme sommet inter-yfimfinite. Sommet, qui 
s’est achevfi pin- la dfidsion des deux ca pi tales de “grader tour ies dfitenus 
politiques dam; le Nord et le Sud-Yfimen”. Une “amnistle gfinfirale” doit fitre 
prochainemen t prodamfie, ont dfidarfi le prfaident Saleh et le munfino un 
d’Aden. Aii Salem al-Basd. 


Maghreb. U ia sommet maghrebin se tiendra les 9 et 20 janvier prochains a 
Tunis, a Focc.'ision de la presidence tunisieane de I'Unjon du Maghreb arabe 
Cninisie. Mm roc. Algfirie, Mauriianie et Libye), a indiqufi mercredi le 
ministry tun'isien des Affaires fitrangfires, Abdehamid Eschcikh. La prfisi- 
dence de I'lMMA, qui est assiirfie depuis sa prodamation en ffivrier dernier k 
Maraakech (nr le toi Hassan Q, doit passer en janvier au chef de l'Elat 
tunisien. Z*uoe el-Abidme Ben AU, seloon une procedure annuelie de 
prfisidence toumante. 


Beckett. L' ficrivain irlandais Samuel Beckett, Prix Nobel de lirtfiranure 1969. 
qui s’est fit e int vendredi dernier & Paris k I’age de S3 a os, a fitfi emerrfi mardi 
dans la capn tale frangaise. Nfi en 1906 prfis de Dublin. Beckett avait fitfi fami 
de James J oyce et de Sartre avant de devenir un ficrivain de renommfie 
mondiale ;rvec sa pifice “En attendant Godot*’ (1952), traduite en 40 langues. 
Romande r. dramaturge et pofite, 3 a traduit lui-mfime la plupart de ses 
oeuvres d e Fanglais au frangais, dont “Soubrcsauts”. sort dertuer rficit pant le 
mois derrii er. Beckett a fitfi inhumfi, dans ia plus stride intimitfi, au cimerifire 
Montparnasse. 


Grogne. Les fivfinements sangiants de Roumanie ont relancfi la contestation 
interne itu sein du Parti communisie frangais (PCF), ou les opposants ont 
pubiique iment demandfi mardi la dfimission dn secretaire gfinfiral. Georges 
Marchai s, 69 ans et 4 la tfite du PCF depuis 1972, s’est 4 leurs yeux 
“disqua ii Gfi” par sod attitude i l’figard du PC de Ceausescu. Estimant que “la 
directio Bi du PCF d’ignoraii pas la rfialhfi dq regime roumain", trois anriens 
dirigeairts du parti, dont Marcel Rigout, ancien mioistre, ont soutignfi que 
“Georf>«»' Marchais ne pouvait ignorer qu’Q fitait Fhdte d’un bourreau". 
quand i J % passait ses vacances “au bord de la met Noire'*. Ce dernier a 
rfiponclu’ jeudi qn’3 n’avait “pas du tout envie de partir*’ de son poste. 


Atten'L'aL La voiture de Georgina Dufoix, dfilfigufie gfinfirale k la lutte contre 
la droig ue en France, ainsi que celle de son man, ont essuyfi plusieurs coups de 
feu le \ veek-end dernier, devant leur domicile k Nimes (Sud-esi de la France). 
Mme I3ufoix. 46 ans, ancien mioistre sodaliste, et sa famiile, qui se trouvaient 
alors <chez eux, n’ont pas fitfi inquifitfis. Cette action, qui n'a fait ancune 
victim e, n’a pas fitfi revendiqnfic. 


Prcg,<et. Le mimstre sovifinque des Affaires fitrangfires a estimfi jeudi que le 
dfivf jioppement de Finifigrauon ficonomique entre FEst et I'Ouest europfiens 
pou rrail conduire un jour & la erfiation d’une “zone ficonomique’' reunissam 
touia; I’Europe. Dans une interview au dernier numfiro de la revue sovifitique 
“Tramps Nouveaux". Edouard Cbevardnadze a ajoutfi que Fintfigration des 
fioemomies des pays de FEst ct de FOuest fitait d'aflleurs en cours. "Si ce 
prekressus se poursuit de fageon intensive, a-i-il soutignfi, il sera possible de 
pair ler k un certain moment d'une zone ficonomique pan-europfienne”. Le 
cbe;f de la diplomatic sovifitique a par aitieuis estimfi qu’fl faUait “s’efforcer de 
diiaioguer entre les structures europfiennes. politiques et fioonomiques”. 


IJaanimite. L'ficrivain Vaclav Havel, S3 ans, a fitfi filu a I’unanimitfi hier k 
I 3 rague premier president non communiste de la Rfipubtique tchficoslovaque 
ti epuis 41 ans par le Pariemeni. Candidat unique au scrutin. sa prfisi' 
item que transitoire jusqu'i Ffilection d’une oouvelle Assemblfie au 
tiniveisel “libre" l'fitfi prochain. La veille, Alexander Dubcek, leader du 
i* ‘Printemps de Prague” de 1968, avait fitfi nommfi president du Parlement. 


, Roumanie. L'anden chef d'Eiat et du Parti comm uni ste roumains, Nicolae 
; Ceausescu, 71 ans. et sa femme Elena, 70 ans, ont fitfi oondamnfis & mort et 
. exficutfis lundi dernier k Bucarest. Jugfis par un tribunal militaire exception- 
nel, ils ont fitfi acoisfis de “genocide'’, pour avoir fait tuer plus de 60.000 
j personnes depuis le semaine demifire, de “noyautage de l’Etat", de “vol et 
• destruction de biens publiques" et de “tentative de fuite.” L'annfie, qui 
cootrdle Bucarest, affrontait toujours hier soir des filfiments isolfis de la 
securitate (police politique) dans plusieurs regions du pays. 


A vendre. La sodfitfi pubiique d'exportation deRDA. Umex-Bau Export- 
Import, a fitfi cfaaxgfie de la vente de morceaux du mur Berlin, a armonefi 
mercredi son directeur, Peter Pfannschmidt. Le produii de cette vente est 
eiclusrverneni destinfi k des fins bumaniimres, dont l'amfilioration du sysifime 
de santfi, a-t-3 indiqufi. 


AppeL L*Eihiopie accuse un dfiticit de 1,1 million de tonnes en cfirfiales et a 
besoin d’une aide atimentaire massive et immfidiatc pour fiviter une grave 
famine, a affinnfi mercredi FOiganisation des Nations times pour Falimema- 
tion et i’agriculrure. Selon une rficente enqufite de la FAO, la sficheresse a 
rfiduit les rficoltes de 80% en Erythifie et de 50% au Tignfi (provinces du nord 
dn pays). “Seul un important effort d'aide international fivitera beaucoup de 
morts dans les prochains mois’’, a averti la FAO. 


Cancer. Le cancer figure au premier rang des causes de mortatitfi en Chine, 
oil 900.000 personnes raeurem d'une forme ou d’une autre de certe maladie 
chaque annfie, a rfivfilfi mardi le quotidien offidel en langue anglaise “China 
Daily”. Les nombre des dfiefis dus au cancer devrait encore progresser au 
cours de s prochaines annfies en raison de la pollution atinosphfirique, du 
tabagisme et du vieQlissemem de la population, estime Chen Miaolan, 
responsable de I'Associatioo nationale contre le cancer. 


Dficovmte. Let vestiges d’un relais de poste romain, vfiritable “station 
service" comprenant parking et motel, ont fitfi dficouverts sur le chantier 
d’une intersection entre deux routes nation ales, prfis de Cambridge au nord 
de Londres. Les archfiologues ont mis k jour de nombreux os de chevaux, des 
poteries et des pifices de monnaie du Ole sifidc. Cette aire de repos se 
trouvail sur la voie romaine “Hermine", qui retiait Londres Peterborough et 
York. 


Fean. Une entreprise du uord-est de I’Angletcrrc. renommfie pour sa 
production de sa unions fumfis, a F intention de coRtm erc fatiser la peau des 
poissons, qui, une fois traitfieet tannfie, se rfivfile scion les specialist es un 
excellent euir de maroquinerie. Selon Fun des directeurs de 1'usine de Neil 
Robson et Keith Taylor, le “our” de saumon resemble fi la vachette et ne 
sent pas le poisson. A Fen croire. cette production fivitera non seulement 
d "avoir k je ter des volumes coosidfirables de nurtchandises, mais elle 
permettra aussi a des nombreux sauriens et serpen^ de sauver...Ieur peau. 


|A L AFFICHE 


1 


CINEMA. 


■uluuuuumi 


Cinfi-diib. Sfiances k k I3h00, ISbOO. 
I7h00,18h30 et 20b00. Nouveau film, 
le lundi k 20b00. projection pour les 
jeunes, le jendi k IShOO. 

SnJ 30 : MaUonc; Midnight express; 
Fink Floyd, the waB; Birdy; Angel heart. 
ENmancbe 31: Working girl; The accused; 
Mississrpi banting; GonUas in the mist. 
Moonstruck. 

Lndi kr janvier : Et Dicu erfia la Ccmme 
(USA): the fog; Halloween: Chrisiuie; 
Blood poet society. 

Maud 2: Elvis; Blade runner. Escape from 
New York: Prince of darkness; They live. 
Merendi 3: Ptaub roseate ettire toe Hay 
3 g p iin . Sam; The front; Love and death: 
Haxuu et ses soenrs. 

Jeodl 4: Bananas; Midnight sixth comedy; 


The thing; Ahen; Legend. 

Vcadrafl 5 t Anna K.; Betrayed; Missing, 
Hair; Ragtime. 

n)nw ca version origi na te. T& 603901. 
Routt de rmrivcrsttf de Jordanie, i dndte 
aprfis rbttel Jf n a afc m pab p nn lh t 1 
gauche. Le da f -d ab n tram I envteon 
'306ui, ssr b gaoefae. 


TELEVISION 


SBence, oa tourne. 50 annfies de 
dnfima frangais. raeomfies par Jenn- 
Pierre Maury et Rahaf Badaro, et 
iflustrfies par de nombreux extraits de 
films. Cette semaine: les femmes 
ciofiastes (Yannick Belton...) 

JTV, dhnaoche 31 dfeemb r e I 19615. 
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To eliminate budge t deficit 

Former official sees Aqaba key to prosperity 


Interest rates in Argentm 
skyrocket to 600 per cent 


fc sS> 


IffE 


Ahmad Fawzi Abu Nuwwar, the fiormer director 
general of Ports Corporation told thut Jordan Times' 
in an interview Friday that Jordan’s; budget deficit 
of JD 200 million could be eUiiate^ through 
maximum utilisation of Aqaba port potential. 

“Having followed up on the various stages of 
Aqaba port development since the construction of 
the first pier in 1959 and having been involved in 
drawing up and supervising the five y> ear plans for 
expanding the port facilities during the period from 
1976 to 1980 and from 1981-1985 as well as 
contributing to resolve the congestion problem 
which affected the port’s position at the internation¬ 
al level during the period from 1975-197 r 6,1 can say 
with all confidence that all the available uresources in 
Aqaba qualify it to supplement the Kingdom’s 
budget and to support the national economy if port 
officials were able to deal with the obstacles that 
prevent the exploitation of this vital economic 


facility,” he said. 


“At the beginning of 1977 and 
after overcoming the congestion 
problem, the port's daily unload¬ 
ing capacity reached 7500 tonnes, 
nearly two and half million ton¬ 
nes annually. The port by then 
had two piers, the length of each 
was 340 metres — an area suffi¬ 
cient for two ships to anchor— in 
addition to a 150 metre pier for 
feny boats, closed and open stor¬ 
ing areas of an area of 70,000 
square metres. The technical 
cadres in charge of loading and 
unloading and equipment were 
very limited by then," Abu Nuw¬ 
war explained. 

After Implementing the expan- 


amman exchange rates 


Thursday, December 28, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutscbemark 
Swiss franc 


1047.1 1057.6 
381.7 385-5 


French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
I talian lira (Cor 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 



Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 


Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 
previous week: m 


Dec. 23-27 


Dec. 16-.20 


Daily average 
Total volume 
Total shares 
No. of contracts 


JD 1,069,881JD 2,090,245 
JD 9,949,611 JD 10,451,223 


5,349,405 

4350 

Sectoral trading: 


735334 5 
5,64iS 


Industrial 


Financial 


Service 

Insurance 


Share price index 
No. of companies 
Price movement (rise) 
(decline) 
(stable) 


JD 4,512,500 

JD 5,850,389 

(45.2%) 

(55.9%) 

JD 3,841,420 

JD 2,090,245 

(38.6%) 

(14.5%) 

(14.6%) 

(26.9%) 

t(1.5%) 

(2.7%) 

137 3 

137.2 

68 

66 

36 

41 

23 

14 

' 9 

11 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6070/100 

1.1568/78 

1.6950/60 

1.9155/75 

1.5480/500 

35.70/80 

5.8025/100 

1269/1272 

143.60/90 

6.2170/270 

6.6100/200 

6.6075/175 

401.00/401.50 


U.S. dollars 

fTanarKan dollar 

Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
I talian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — The share market edged up from its early lows to 
finish marginally firmer in quiet trading. The All Ordinaries 
closed up 0.1 at 1649.0. 

T0KYO — Shares struggled to manage a fitting end to the 
year-end rally on the last day of trade for 2989. Window dressing 
brought prices back into positive territory after they dipped before 
the close. The Nikkei crawled up 38.93 to 38,915.87. 


HONG KONG—Year-end profit-taking allied with worries about 
China's political stability dragged the market shanty* lower. The 
Hang Seng fell 58.86 to 2,836.57. 


SINGAPORE — Profit-taking pushed stocks lower. The Straits 
Times industrial index dosed at 1,481.33, down 3.14 points. 


PARIS — French share prices were weaker at midsession on 
concern about trade deficit figures. The CAC was 8.31 points 
lower at 1,990.52 at 1200 GMT. 


LONDON — Equities ended higher on the last trading day in 
1989, dose to the year’s FT5E peak and within sight of its all rime 
high, helped by a smaller than expected U.K. November current 
-accounts deficit The FTSE ended 23.9 points up at 2.422.7. 


-accounts deficit The FTSE ended 23.9 points up at 2,422.7. 

NEW YORK —■ Wall Street stocks posted mild gains, helped by a 
•firmer bond market. By 1620 GMT the Dow was 12 points up at 
2,744.03. F 


unloading capacity on the other 
nine piers, current] y allocated 
for a discharging the same goods 
in addition to the roro piers, 
should be 11-12 million tonnes 
per annum. 


However, the case is different, 
because the .Ports Corporation 
statistics bare 'Shown 'that the 
quantities discharged through the 
nine piers and the roro ones, 
totalled 43 million tonnes only 
during the years 1988. Tbis, he 
said, means that there is a surplus 
capacity of 6.5 million tonnes, 
which could be discharged 
annually without any congestion 
or disruption of the port’s opera¬ 
tions. 


sion projects in line: with the five 
year development plans, the port 
has 13 piers at present with total 
lengths of 2,350 m litres, four of 
which are allocated for discharg¬ 
ing cereals, while tt le other nine 
are used for discharging other 
goods, like contains rs, iron, and 
other packed goods. In addition, 
there are three othe t piers, in¬ 
cluding one for the ro U on/roll off 
vessels which cany containers, 
cars and passengers, he said. 

Abu Nuwwar noted 1 , that given 
the fact that the untoaiUng capac¬ 
ity of two piers only, as was the 
case in 1977, was 2’. .5 million 
tonnes, it is then natur al that the 


Realising that Aqaba port, in 
view of its unique geographical 
location, is the most appropriate 
port for receiving goods coming 
to Iraq from Europe, the United 
States, Canada and Latin Amer¬ 
ican countries, because the ports 
cm the Mediterranean are not 
available at present for the Iraqi 
maritime trade, one can conclude 
that Aqaba can have the lion's 
share of the goods sent to Iraq. 


personnel cannot acquire the 
necessary experience because 
they are not kept in their posts for 
logigperiods of time. Such person¬ 
nel, therefore, consider working 
in die port as a stage which they 
should pass through to get a 
better opportunity somewhere 
else,” the former director general 
said. 

There is also a need to avoid 
the shortcomings in the machin¬ 
ery and equipment performance 
because the disruption of the 
work caused by malfunctions of 
forlifts, tractors, tipping lorries 
and trailers. 

Such disruption, Abu Nuwwar 
mentioned, takes place, in view 
of the lack of efficient technicians 
who can perform the operation, 
maintenance and repair works. 
The disruption rates for forklifts 
reached 40 per cent, for tractors 
57 per cent and for tipping lomes 
and trailers the rate readies 90 
per cent. 

“In this regard, I would like to 
mention that the main reasons for 
congestion during the years 1975 
and 1976 were the shortage of 
labour force, spare parts and the 


disruption of operations caused 
by inadequate machinery and 
equipment," be emphasised. 

In addition to the above, it has 
become necessary to find solu¬ 
tions to the chronic land transport 
problems and to ensure the best 
methods of operation and man¬ 
agement of land transport to en¬ 
able it to cope with world 
methods. It has also become 
necessary to reconsider the allo¬ 
wances and fees collected by the 
Ports Corporation and the Free 
Zones Corporation, in a bid to : 
reduce the’eosts incurred present¬ 
ly on transit goods. 

Abu Nuwwar asserted that it is 
high time that Aqaba port be 
coverted into a free port, by 
merging the Ports Corporation 
with the Free Zona Corporation 
into one entity dealing with tran¬ 
sit goods, which account for more 
the than 70 per cent of the goods 
discharged in Aqaba port, and 
the trans-shipment goods, which 
will turn Aqaba into centre for 
receiving and exporting goods 
destined to the Red Sea ports in 
particular and the other ports in j 
general. 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — In¬ 
terest rates skyrocketed to an 
unreal, unsustainable 600 per 
cent a month Thursday as econo¬ 
mic turmoil continued and hyper¬ 
inflation loomed. 

Banks paid their biggest depo-- 
si tors that rate to retain funds 
which otherwise might have been 
withdrawn and converted to U.S. 
dollars. 

Investors have bought dollars 
heavily for two months, driving 
the austral, Argentina’s national 
currency, to a value of 1,950-1 
Thursday from 728-1 on Nov. 1, a 
devaluation of 63 per cent. 

During that time, one econo¬ 
mic minister and two central bank 
presidents were sacked, two sta¬ 
bilisation plans were launched 
and financial institutions were 
closed four times by government - 
order. 

“Did someone tell you they see 
a light at the end of the tunnel? I 
don’t, not now or in 1990," a 
central bank official said, speak¬ 
ing on condition his name not be 
used. 

“It’s true (President Carlos) 
Menem inherited a bad situation, 
but he’s not doing enough to 
change it,” said Felix Luna, a 


pro mine nt historian. ‘There is DO 
reason to be optimistic, even if 
one wants to to." 

Menem, 59, won national elec¬ 
tions last May and took office in 
July. 

Analysts attribute the turmoil 
in financial markets to a lack of 
public confidence in Menem’s 
ability to cany out his proposed 
programme of economic reform 
in the face of opposition by un¬ 
ions, businesses that sell to the 
state, and his own Perouist Party. 

The core of the programme is 
the :reduction! of state expendi¬ 
tures that contribute to chronic 
inflation, and the sale of public 
companies that annually ring up 
huge deficits. 

The monthly interest rates 
quoted Thursday are unreal be¬ 
cause they amounted to 12 times 
the projected inflation rate for 
December, and six times the in-, 
terest rates quoted two days ago. 

There is no predicting what the 
rates might be next Tuesday, 
when banks open again after 
yearend holidays Friday and 
Monday. 

The rates are unsustainable be¬ 
cause virtually no one can afford 
to borrow except the govera- 


In this regard it should to 
noted that the Iraqi government 
has recentisy concluded a $2 bil¬ 
lion trade agreement with Brazil 
along, leave aside its imports 
from other countries, to pursue 
its largest ever reconstruction 
process in the post war period, 
Abu Nuwwar stressed. 


Japan’s ’90 budget boosts foreign ai 


“With this in mind it should be 
noted that any measures designed 
to boost the handling capacity of 
the port and to improve the port's 
performance will ensure good 
economic returns to the country. 
The cost of handling each tonne 
of goods shipped to Iraq through 
Aqaba stands now at approx¬ 
imately JD 20, including the 
handling fees at the-port and fees 
of land transport, shipping agents 
and clearing companies," he 
pointed out. ' 


TOKYO (AP) — The cabinet 
Friday approved the final draft of 
a fiscal 1990 budget that would 
substantially increase foreign aid 
and allocate more for defence, 
including a bigger share of the 
costs of basing U.S. troops here. 


living conditions of the seif de¬ 
fence forces and help meet Amer¬ 
ican demands that Tokyo pay 
more of the costs of maintaining 
the roughly 50,000 U.S. troops 
stationed here. 

Japan currently shoulders ab- 


Tbe 66.273 trillion yen ($466.7 ' out * $2.8 billion, or 45 per cent. 


If, for example, we were able 
to receive extra 6.5 million tonnes 
of goods annually; then we would 


be able to attract an additional 
income of some JD 130 million, 
or more than half of the budget 
defidty. 


To achieve this, Abu Nuwwar 
said, it is essential that the 
method of work be developed 
and improved to ensure that ships 

are unloaded as quickly as possi¬ 
ble, because the daily cost of 


keeping a ship in the port without 
being discharged ranges between 
$7,000 and $10,000. 


“At the same time, a major 
proportion of the labour force 
currently employed is either un¬ 
trained or unqualified to perform 
port activities. However, such 


billion) budget, a 9.7 per cent 
increase over fiscal 1989, was 
approved at a special cabinet 
meeting held shortly after mid¬ 
night, Foreign Minister Taro 
Nakayama said. 

Nakayama said the budget, 
which dill must be approved in 
parliament, would provide 8173 
billion yen ($5.76 billion) for offi¬ 
cial development assistance, op 
8.2 per. cent from last year’s 
foreign aid spending, a ministry 
official reported. 

It also would give 4.16 trillion 
yen ($29.3 billion) to defence, 
pushing the defence budget 
above the four trillion yen ($283 
billion) level for the first time, 
said the official speaking on con¬ 
dition of anonymity. 

The amount is 6.11 per cent 
more than if) the current fiscal 
year, but because of economic 
expansion will dip below one per 
cent of Japan's gross national 
product (GNF) for the first tieme 
in four years, accounting for 
0.997 per cent. 

In the mid-1970s, Japan 
adopted a policy of keeping de¬ 
fence spending to within one per 
cent of the GNP, but since 1986 it 
has allowed the figure to hover 
just above that former ceiling. Its 
current spending roughly equals 
that of France, West Germany or 
Britain. 

Officials said the increase is 
needed to improve housing and 



of the U.S. troops' annual ex¬ 
penses, and* U.S. President 
George Bush last, month signed a 
bill that urges Tokyo to pay the 
total cost. 

* Bat the increase is expected to 
draw shrill criticism from tbe ma¬ 
jor opposition parties, which won 
a majority in the upper house of 
parliament in July for the first 
time in more than three decades. 

Military spending always is a 
sensitive subject in Japan, whose 
post-Worid War H constitution 
bans war as a means of settling 
international disputes. 

The increase in foreign aid 
outlays indicates Japan’s desire to 
meet growing demands that it 
contribute more of its wealth to 
the international community, 
foreign ministry officials have 
said. 

Japan replaced the United 
States as the world’s largest 
donor of non-military foreign aid 
last year, with its actual dis¬ 
bursement reaching $9.13 billion, 
and has pledged to proride more 
than $50 billion in official de¬ 
velopment assistance over a five- 
year period beginning in 1988. 

Also included in the budget 
was an additional 888 million yen 
($6.5 million) earmarked as aid 
for Poland and Hungary, Kyodo 
News Service reported. 

Spending on soda) program¬ 
mes will rise 6.6 per cent to 11.61 
trillion yen ($78.5 billion), a 
sharp climb from the 4.9 per cent 
increase in the budget for the 
jcurrent fiscal year. 

I The 9.7 per cent growth in 
Igovernment spending is tbe 
largest since tbe 1981 budget, tend¬ 
ing to immediate criticism that 
the governing Liberal Democra¬ 
tic Party may have tried to please 
too. many constituencies in an 
attempt to improve its standing in 
upcoming lower house elections. 


Government officials Thursday 
outlined a trade programme they 
called a complete reversal of the 
policies that made Japan an 
exporting powerhouse, saying it 
would make the nation an im¬ 
porting giant in the coming de¬ 
cade. 

The package of import expan¬ 
sion measures — which includes 
tax incentives, information ex¬ 
change, increased loans and a 
unilater al elimination of tariffs— 
is “unparalleled in history," says 
a repeat released Thursday by the 
Ministry of Int ernati onal Trade 
and Industry (MIT T). 

Tbe report said MITT plans to 
boost the import-expansion re¬ 
lated budget to 7 bflnon yen ($50 
million) in fiscal 1990, which be¬ 
gins April 1, from 1.9 billion yen. 
($13.5 million) this fiscal year. 

The money would be used to 
finance a nationwide information 
network and computer databank, 
promote trade missions and 


other items covered are auto¬ 
mobiles, electrical appliances and 
sporting goods. 

Tbe government also would 
offer $1.5 billion in loans and 
import credits. 

Naito said MITT expects the 
measures would eliminate discre¬ 
pancies between the costs of pro¬ 
ducts in Japan and abroad, make 
the Japanese distribution system 
more efficient, and lead to the 
breakdown of the “keiretsu” sys¬ 
tem in which many Japanese 
firms are clustered in tightly knit 
groups. 


“It is a 180-degree turnaround 
from the old (export-oriented) 
policies of the 1960s," Naito said. 
“Wq will try to assure that im¬ 
ports, winch are a latecomer into 
the Japanese marketplace, ‘ will 
take root." 

He said a government econo¬ 
mic forecast for fiscal 1990 
approved by the cabinet Thnra- 


meat, which pays that much and 
more on the reserves it requites 
b anks to set aside. Reserves aver¬ 
age about 63 per cent of banks’ 
- total deposits. 

As the austral has.devalued, 
prices have soared. 

A survey by the.Federation of 
Commercial Centres indicated 
that in die capital Buenos Aires, 
medicine prices .soared by an 
average 334 per cent in Decem¬ 
ber; food, 210 per cent; hardware 
items, 240 per cent and clothing, 
200 per cent. - 

Pharmacies reported their dis¬ 
tributors were refusig to deliver 
goods, particularly imported 
medicines, for fear of diafging 
too tittle and not being able to 
resupply. .. 

A litre of milk cost 470,anstrals 
(24 cents) Thursday, up from 
about 170 australs earlier .this 
month. A movie ticket cost 2,100 
australs ($1.07) up from about 
900. 

A shoeshine cost 600 australs 
(31 cents), up from about 175, A 
load of wash at a laundromat cost 
2,400 australs ($1.23), up from 
about 830. 

Wages, which are hnkedto the 
government’s calculation of infla¬ 
tion, have failed to keep pace. 
Many public and private em¬ 
ployees received raises.of .6.5 per 
cent in early December to"com¬ 
pensate than for thecost of firing 
in November. 

Economy Minister: Antonio 
Gonzalez predicted that inflation 
in December may top 50 percent. 

Ground crews at Aerolioe&s 
Argentina^ staged. a_ surprise 
strike Thursday which resultedm 
the suspension of outgoing 
flights. They demanded immedi¬ 
ate wage trikes and participation 
in the proposed sale of the state- 
owned carrier. 

Bus drivers, subway and com¬ 
muter train operators, court 
clerks, doctors and nurses at 
municipal hospitals, teachers and 
other public employees all have 
conducted job actions in recent 
weeks in demand of higher pay. 

• Inflation for the first 11 months 
of 1989 increased 3,731 per cent, 
according to the National^ Insti¬ 
tute of Satisfies and Census, in- 
dnding a hyperizzflationazy 214 
per cent in June and 197 per cent 
. m^July. \ 


boosts the exchange of trade ex- day predicted a $3 billion decline 
puts to act as “matchmakers” for in Japan’s trade surplus next 
potential exporters and impor- year, from the current $81 trillion 


potential exporters and impor¬ 
ters. 

MTIT also intends to efinrinate 
tariffs on 1,004 items, and reduce 
levies on four more. The value of 
imports of these items currently 
totals 1.7 trillion yen ($13 bil¬ 
lion), the report said. 

Masahisa Naito, director 
general of the ministry’s Interna¬ 
tional Trade Administration 
Bureau, said the removal of these 
tariffs would mean a $300-miIUon 
loss in tax revenues. The total 
package, he said, would cost the 
government $1 billion a year in 
lost taxes. 

The tariff-catting measures are 
the first of their kmd since 1986, 
when the government slashed 
levies on 1,800 items as part of its 
market-opening “action prog¬ 
ramme." 

Naito said the plan win be- 
submitted to parliament early 
next year. 

The report said more than half 
of all capital goods, including 
semiconductors and computers, 
qualify for import promotion 
under the programme. Some 


to $78.billion. 

% ‘This (prediction) reflects how 
sincere and convinced we are of 
the effects these measures will 
generate,” he said. “They are 
'unprecedented in any part of die 
world and are very major." 

He said the forecast was based 
on an estimated 10.3 per cent 
increase in imports in the coming 
year, bringing their total value 
from $195 billion in fecal 1989 to 
$215 billion. 

Tbe government also estimated 
exports will grow from $276 tril¬ 
lion to $293 billion next year, an 
increase of 6.2 per cent, he said. 

He said the Japanese govern¬ 
ment has realised the need to 
drastically reduce its huge trade 
surplus, which has been roughly 
$90 billion a year for the past 
three years. 

“We believe that it is not 
appropriate for Japan to continue 
with such a large trade surplus, 
mid that if it does continue, the 
preservation of the free trade 
system could become difficult," 
he said. 


South Korea 
eases barriers 
to investments 


SEOUL (AP) — South Korea 
has removed a 49 per cent ceiling, 
allowing foreign companies tain- 
vest 100 per cent in three sensi¬ 
tive manufacturing areas mid. 99 
per cent in advertising agencies* 
the finance ministry said Friday. 

Officials said the measures, 
effective Jan.. 1, followed, an 
agreement with the Unit£B State 
to further ease barriers toforeign. 
investment In South Korea. ;; 

Tbe government in prindpte 
has allowed foreign companies in 
own up to 49 per cent of the 
equity in sensitive manufacturing. 
corporations, reserving contra, 
for Korean partners. 

The celling was lifted for manu¬ 
facturing or optical fibers and 
optical fiber cables, electronic 
switching equipment and medical: t 
supplies, officials said. 

Tlrey also said tax exemption 
wii] be granted to foreign invetf- 

mentin 13 high-technology indos- . 

tries. 


ALL RIGHT, WHO DID IT? 
COME ONI CONFESS! 


“My doctor told me to get more 
exercise, so now \ play with my gum 
before I swallow it" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, {—' " • // 
one letter to each square, to farm I j// 
four ordinary words. v'/* 


ARATO 


T GOARC 


REDOWP 


Il'JROUJ 


ANOTHER NAME 
FORA 

cloup&urst. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Ant mer here: a u I 


Yester day’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: HUSKY AGILE BEAUTY IMBIBE 


Answer: In those days a woman would raise a hem In 
order to do this—GET A -HIM” 
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{(Brazil to maintain samba style 

KlfitDE JANEIRO (R) — Bra- turned our team defensi 
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,,' thc Europeans like to call our 
‘style,” he said. 

$ Lazaroni insists, however, that 
kj the use of the libero will be part 
5} of his playing tactics. 


turned our team defensive. 
What’s happening is that we have 
considerably improved on de¬ 
fence without losing our attacking 
power,” Lazaroni said. 

Since his decision to use the 
libero in the South American Cup 
in July, Brazil have only con¬ 
ceded three goals. 

“After being trounced 4-0 by 
Denmark in a friendly in May, I 
became convinced that something 
had to change in our game plan¬ 
ning. The libero was our answer. 
So fax it has been working with 
enormous efficiency,” Lazaroni 
said. . . . 

His main concern now is ro find 
a way to have bis players together 
as soon as possible for the World 
Cup preparations in April. 

“We will select our players on 
April 16. It’s possible that we’ll 
have some trouble having players 
released from the Portuguese 
clubs,” Lazaroni said. 

’T*d say that if we were to 
choose the team today, we’d 


^“We have proved, that the use probably call 33 who are playing 
tit q 15 lSl.to*of the libero has not necessarily m Europe, out of the 22.” 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES OOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
B AW Trttun* MMM SarvKM. me. 


TOO MUCH OF A GOOD THING 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
^ QJ8S2 
C AQ4 
0 A 10 6 
4 75 

WEST EAST 

4 10 4 7 4 

9J 10 97 9fi53 

0 Q 5 3 0 9S72 

4EJ982 4 10 643 

SOUTH 
4 A K 9 6 3 
7KS2 
OKJ4 
4 A Q 


The bidding: 
Sotxtii West 

Norte 

East 

I 6 

Pan 

3 6 

Pan 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 9? 

Pus 

5 NT 

Pass 

6 * 

Pass 

6 6 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Jack of 9 
The lament from most players we 
know is not holding enough high 
cards. But possession of too many 
honors can be deceiving, obscuring 
the bmt line of play. For proof in 
the pudding, here's a fine example. 

Once North jump raised spades 
(forcing), it was simply a matter of 
whether North-South reached a 


«Tv»ii or grand slam. When Black¬ 
wood revealed a king was misting. 
South was satisfied to contract for 
12 tricks. 

Declarer won the opening heart 
lead, drew trumps, ending in dum¬ 
my, and tried the club finesse. When 
that failed, the heart return was tak¬ 
en in the closed hand and declarer 
had to fall back on the diamond 
finesse. Since West had shown np 
with the king of dubs and jack of 
hearts, declarer decided to (day East 
for the queen of diamonds. A dia¬ 
mond to the ace and a diamond 
back to the jack loti to the queen- 
down one. 

Declarer was rather unlucky. 
However, had be bees dealt a low 
dub rather than the queen, he might 
have spotted the sure-fire hue. 

Declarer should win the heart 
draw trumps and then his 
remaining heart winners. Next 
comes the ace of clnbs, followed by 
the queen. Declarer doesn’t care a 
boot which defender wins. Whoever 
is on lead must either play a dia¬ 
mond, removing a guess in that suk, 
or dse give declarer a ruff-sJuff, 
obviating tile need for any diamond 
guess. 


THE-OaHy' Crossword ***^M*r 


rsTrtKS?*®* 1 - 

gxeax in Srf'- 

Pi ? sjwnsst 


ACROSS 
1 Loose 
garment 
5 Us Moreno 
9 Slant 

13 Author Patou 

14 upon 

16 — podrfda 

17 NCO 

18 Bargain 
hunter's 
heaven 

20 Marbles 

22 What an 
odometer 


23 The works . 

24 Furnished 
with sculls 

25 Whiskery 
features 

28 About 
32 Stonge place 


34 Ducks 

35 Sign-off 

36 —magnetic 

39 Bra/s kin 

40 Once more 
42 Appear .. 

suddenly 


44 Clues 

45 -Soccer-Ilka 
■. gems 

48 Bradley and 
Khayyam 

50 “The - of SL 
Agnes” 

51 Kind of dye ' 

54 Stylish . 

57 Baturin: 
hunter's 
heaven 

60 Beat It! 

61 MB. group 

62 Rule the roost 
6a Honky— 

64 AJJeriato 

65 Low card 

66 Lhasa — 

DOWN 

1 Tabula — 

2 Mr. CasaM 

5 Sales event ' 
4 Make bright 


JMMJM 



aaaa 


■■■ an 


AIMS Tribute Mudtt Semico*, Inc. 

All RlgtiU Rsaansd . , _ , _ , - 

Yesterday s Puzzle Solved: 

5 Kin of limps 


7 Inventors 
monogram 

8 Cossack chief 
. 9 The blahs 

10 Ms Chase 

11 Shake —I . 

12 Glut 

15 Arab rulers 
19 Kin to beer 
21 Fooffcsfl team 

24 Divine 
revelations 

25 Bum lightly 

28 Pujgpeteor 

27 Expend 

29 Secondhand 
■fora 

30 Pig food 

31 Gr. peak 

32 Nab 

34 Gloomy 

37 Pedal digit 

38 Pole 

41 Set apart 


ranraa nnnn nnnn 
nnnan nnnni nnaa 
nnnnn nnnn nnnni 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnno 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


45 Mora sensible 53 Rainbow 

46 Planned hi 54 Say K tent so 

advance 55 SAR word 

47 Sacred writing 56 Ono 
49 Rues- plane 58 Dra 

51 Hu symptom filler 

52 “Peter Pan" 59 Sweater size: 

dof i ebbr. 
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McEnroe still enjoying tennis 


m 

Kg:#** 


A1 Faisali’s 1st goal by Khaled A wad (Pboto by Yousef A! ’Allan) 

Al Faisali wins Jordan Cup 

AMMAN Cl-T.) — Al Faisali Friday defeated Al Ramtlrn 2-1 to win 
the final of Jordan's Cup soccer champioestiip. Al Faisali’s Khaled 
Awad sewed the first goal Cm- his team in the 39th annate of the 
game which was held at Amman International Stadium under the 
patronage of Minister of Yontb Ibrahim A) Ghahabsbeb and 
attended by His Royal Highness Prince Ali Ibn Al Hussein. Zeid A! 
Sbaraa scored the equaliser for Al Ranxtba In the 38th minute of 
the second half. Ziad Aba Shanab of A] Faisali scored (be second 
goal in the 18th minute of the extra time. At the end of the game 
Ghababsheh distributed medals for members of both teams and 
jnrinoe Afi ibn Ai Hnssehi presented the cup for Al Faisali’s captain 
Mflad Abbasi, who also received the trophy of the best goalkeeper 
in the championship. The Ideal player trophy went to Rateb Al 
Daond of Al Ramtha. 


srtls The 

lip! Spanish Cultural Centre 
announces 

The start of a three-month Spanish language teaching 
course for all levels. 

Registration starts on Jan. 2, 1990 

Classes start on Jan. 8 . 1990 

Lessons for ail levels: three periods a week for each level. 

Classes will be held Saturday. Monday, Wednesday. 

For further information please call the Spanish 
Cultural Centre, Tel. 624049 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

A fully furnished house consisting of two big bedrooms and one 
small, a large living area. 2 bathrooms, wall-to-wall carpeting, 
with telephone, electric appliances and central heating, with 
excellent location and views in Jabal Amman, 4th Circle. 

For more information call daily 
Tel: 644963 


HOUSE MAID WANTED 

Experience is necessary 

Contact tel. no.: 894285 


PERTH, Australia (AP> — John 
McEnroe is enjoying his tennis as 
much as ever, and feels under no 
pressure to regain his former' 
world number one spot. 

McEnroe, 30, is in Penh to 
represent tbe United States in the 
Hoprnan Cup exhibition teams 
tournament, part of his prepara¬ 
tion for next month's Australian 
Open championship. 

The three-time Wimbledon 
and four-time U.S. Open cham- 

E ‘ on is still having fan doing what 
: does best. 

“It’s easy, that’s why I do it.” 
be said. 

"It’s the best job in the world 
to play sport for a living.” 

The abrasive New York left¬ 
hander bas risen to fourth in the 
world but has yet to cap his 
comeback with a major title. He 
says it doesn’t worry him too 
much. 

He told a press conference 
Friday that he is beginning to see 
tennis for what it is — a game. 

“In perspective with the real 
world, handling the pressure of 
playing tennis is as easy as pie,” 
he said. 

McEnroe and Pam Shriver are 
representing the United States in 
the Hopman Cup, named in hon¬ 
our of famous Australian coach 
and Davis Cup captain Harry 
Hopman, who assisted McEnroe 
when the American was in his 
teens. 

The American duo face Italy in 
their opening match on Saturday. 
McEnroe said he would be play¬ 
ing mixed doubles for tbe first 
time in 11 years. 
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John McEnroe 

“The idea of playing in some¬ 
thing with Harry Hopman*s name 
is intriguing." he said. 

McEnroe first took tbe number 
one spot on tbe computer in 
March 1980. He last held top spot 
in 1985 but said it doesn’t concern 
him if he never scales the moun¬ 
tain again. 

“I can easily live without it,” 
he said. 

“I would like to take my game 
up to another level, take my 
ranking up a notch or two, but I 
don't really care about being 
number one.” 

McEnroe said he still felt under 
some pressure in grand slam 
tournaments. 

“It’s very difficult pressure- 
wise to win the majors.” he said. 
“I feel I haven't handled the 
pressures as well as 1 did in the 
past. 


FEMALE SECRETARY 
WANTED 

A Jordanian firm is looking for a full-time female secretary 
fluent in English (writing, comprehending and reading) 
with knowledge in computers (word processing , soft¬ 
ware). 

Typing skills: English and Arabic. 

For an appointment please call 659681 between 

10-114, 31 / 2-6 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good day to spend planning various 
outlets of a broad and comprehen¬ 
sive nature that are important for 
your long term goals. Make time 
for errands and shopping. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Try 
to make arrangements to visit a 
friend at a distance. Discussing 
different topics at home will now 
bring more harmony there. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You now have new and more 
understanding friends in your so¬ 
da] drde. Take your mate and 
together be with younger persons 
as much as possible. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
young couple can now bring a 
considerable amount of joy into 
your dwelling. You and your mate 
now see the way to have more 
happiness in your lives today. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A friendly couple should 
now be wholeheartedly accepted 
into your drde of friends. You and 
your family would be wise to 
accept outside invitations now. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Going 
to new entertainments with good 
friends will bring much pleasure. 
Although dull, complete efficiently 
your home obligations. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You now have some good 
practical ideas for improving the 
value of your property. Get some 
new and improved furnishings for 
your home, to avoid confusion. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A venture if importance re¬ 
quires considerable more study be¬ 
fore you commit yourself. Many 


persons in your borne now can be 
very helpful to you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem¬ 
ber 21) This is your day to remem¬ 
ber and to communicate with good 
friends at a distance. Much activity 
in your dwelling now should please 
you very much. 

SAGITTARIUS'. (November 22 to 
December 21) Invitations from 
prosperous persons are now in the 
offering for you. Be careful in 
travelling on the highway with your 
mate now. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your temptation to 
spend more than is wise should be 
sternly controlled. Give a practical 
present and encouragement now to 
your loved one. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru¬ 
ary 19) Entenain confidential 
friends and advisors in your home 
today. Take your attachment with 
you at your social activities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Don't be forced to act in a 
business matter by an impatient, 
demanding person. Don’t take 
seriously your attachment's pre¬ 
sent temporary mood. 

Today's child: If your child were 
bom today he or she will be one 
who will want to live a well- 
ordered kind of life, with many 
routines that have proven success¬ 
ful. which will be one of the secrets 
of their success. There is a lot of 
anistip ability in this chart and 
special care must be given so that 
proper expression is allowed. 


“The stars impel, they do nor 
compel." What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 



LADIES 1 HAIRDRESSER 

RAYMOND SEMAAN 

Specialist in hair cutting and chemicals 
announces to his customers that he has moved from Jabal 
Amman to his new address at: 

MAYADA BEAUTY INSTITUTE 

Shmeisani - opposite Marriott Hotel 
Tel. 663991. 



HOUSE FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 200 sq. metres, central heating & telephone. 
Suitable for an office. 

Location: Jabal Luweibdeh 

Tel: 621851 


NURSE URGENTLY NEEDED OR 
WOMAN READY TO RENDER SERVICE 

Nurse urgently needed or woman ready to render 
service to a sick lady during her stay in hospital for 
being unable to serve herself, due to her cripple 
sickness. In case there is readiness to service 
against monthly salary after agreement. 

Please call tel. 668464. 


All Birth Gems Are At 

# WORLD RESOURCES 

Amra Hotel - Amman 


-Invitation for Bids- 

from the Government Tenders 
Directorate 

Tender No. 01/90/Central 
North Water General Contract 

The Government Tenders Directorate In the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan invites experienced contractors from 
member countries of the World Bank, Switzerland and 
Taiwan, China and local contractors who have been 
classified by the Ministry of Public Works and Housing as 
first gr second class water and sewerage to submit their 
offers for the above-mentioned Tender No. 01/90/Central 
for the supply and construction of water lines in various 
diameters. 

Tender documents are obtainable against the payment of 
a non-refundable sum of JD 150 each from the Tenders 
Division at the Water Authority main office, Amman. 

Bids are due at the Government Tenders Directorate/ 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing not later than 1330 
hours Jordan local time on Wednesday, 31/01/1990. 

Eng. Salem Qudah 

Chairman of Central Tenders Committee 
Director Government Tenders Directorate 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


THE ENTERTAINING 
FAMILY GAME 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667177-6 


Tricky 



Sold at games and gifts stores 
Obtain it by calling 648023 
or from ASFOURCO STORES 
Telphone 644656 


THE CHOICE IS YOURS! MAKE YOUR CHOICE 

AMIGA IBM 






GHAZAL 

FOR 

|computers] 




CONCORD 


Tel: 6774201 fCinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 6341441 fCinema 




Tel: 67S5711 (Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 674111 



HOSTAGE SYNDROME 


performance* 3:30. 6:00. 8:30. IU-W P ; m._ 


Mel Gibson 
& 

Damy Glover 
in 

Lethal Weapon “2 

Peri,mews 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


LICENCE 
TO KILL 

Pcrtnrm.inces J kl.fnm.K-3U. |ii:k» 
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Havel inaugurated as 
Czechoslovak president 


PRAGUE (R) —Playwright Vaclav Havel, jailed for 
five years for his human rights activities and long 
denounced in the Communist media as an enemy of 
the state, was sworn in as president of Czechoslova¬ 
kia Friday. 


He was ushered. onto the dais 
at the ceremonial session at Pra¬ 
gue Castle by Alexander Dubcek, 
the former Communist leader 
who was elected chairman of the 
Federal Assembly, the national 
parliament,Thursday. Dubcek re¬ 
turned to public office for-the first 
time after being ousted by 
Soviet tanks which crushed his 
1968 “Prague Spring" reform 
movement. 

Havel, elected head of state by 
all 323 assembly members is the 
first non-Conununist president of 
Czechoslovakia since 1948. 

Only seven months ago. be was 
in prison for subversion. But 
attempts by now fallen hardline 
Communists to silence him failed 
and Havel was propelled into 
office by massive popular press¬ 
ure which brought about a peace¬ 
ful revolution ending one-party 
rule. 

“Although he has been forced 
to live on the fringe of society, he 
has retained his moral integrity. 
Prime Minister Marian Calfa said 
in nominating him as the sole 
candidate for the office. 

The election of Havel, 53, was 
agreed last Friday at roundtable 
talks between the Co mmunis t 
Party, the opposition movement 


Civic Forum and other political 
parties after huge demonstrations 
last month forced the Commun¬ 
ists to give up their power 
monopoly on Nov. 29. 

Former Communist Party 
pohtburo member Miroslav Ste¬ 
pan has been charged in connec¬ 
tion with security force violence 
used against demonstrators, the 
state prosecutor's office said Fri¬ 
day. He faces three to 10 years in 
prison. 

Following the unanimous vote 
for Havel taken in the castle’s 
medieval Vladislav Hall, scene of 
the coronations of Bohemian 
kings, the former dissident en¬ 
tered the vaulted chamber to a 
trumpet fanfare and standing 
ovation. 

“I swear on my honour and 
conscience, my loyalty to the 
Cezchoslovak Socialist republic,” 
Havel proclaimed. 

The oath was altered by the 
assembly Thursday to delete a 
pledge ‘ to “serve the cause of 
Socarasm." Civic Forum has cal¬ 
led for changing the official name - 
of the state to the Czechoslovak 
Republic in a planned new con¬ 
stitution. 

Havel succeeds orthodox Presi¬ 
dent- Gustav Husak who quit 


Cambodian rebels claim 
capture of three outposts 


BANGKOK (AP) — Guerrillas cat off the four principal towns in 
claimed Friday they had captured north western Cambodia: Batta- 
three outposts in north western mbang, Siem Reap, Samrong and 
Cambodia, and their Khmer Sisophon. 

Rouge allies urged pressing on to The Khmer Rouge in particular 
the provincial capital of Siem had made major gains, he said. 
Reap and a nearby area of famed Government forces were unable 
temples. to resupply the towns and were in 

A statement from the faction disarray, he added, 
loyal to Prince Norodom Siha- A Khmer Rouge radio report 
□ouk received in Bangkok said its Tuesday said the guerrillas re- 
guerrillas had seized the govern- cently had seized a series of posi- 
meyat outposts of Ampil, Pong Cions along Route 69 in northern 
■Toek and Rumdool in Oddar Cambodia and were poised to 
Meanchey province, near the strike southward in Siem Reap 
Thai border, Thursday. province. 

“These three outposts repre- “Direct hits at key points 
sented a strategic importance be- have... offered fine conditions for 
cause they lay between the bor- our comrades-in-arms and our 
der areas and our liberated zones people to penetrate deeper ...to 
in Oddar Meanchey and Battam- Sre Noy, Banteay Srei, Pradak, 
bang provinces," the statement Angkor Thom and move toward 
said. pressuring and attacking Siem 

The statement also claimed the Reap town," the Voice of the 
Sihanouk fighters and Khmer National Army of Democratic 
People’s National Liberation K ampu chea said. 

Front guerrillas had seized an Angkor Thom is an andent city 
enemy stronghold Wednesday in chat served as the capital of a 
Sisophon district of Battambang powerful Cambodian kingdom 
province, farther to the south. which fell in the 15th century. 

But Ok Serei Sopheak, spokes- Near Angkor Thomis Angkor 
man for the KPNLF armed Wat, a massive temple complex 
forces, claimed Sihanoukist fight- that is Cambodia's most famous 
ers played no part in the "reoc- Buddhist shrine and one of the 
cupation" of the stronghold at world's architectural master- 
Kamnap, which he said had fallen pieces. 

to hundreds of government sol- The guerrillas have seized 
diers and several tanks Tuesday several towns in north western 
after the guerrillas bad held it for Cambodia since launching an 
weeks. offensive to take advantage of the 

Ek Sereywath claimed the late-September pullout of the 
three-faction guerrilla cnaKtinn Vietnamese troops supporting 
fighting the government aow had the government. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Comaneci: 

Defection 

enraged Ceausescu 

NEW YORK (AP) — Former 
Olympic gymnast Comaneci says 
her defection just weeks before 
Romania's Communist govern¬ 
ment crumbled so embarrassed 
leader Nicolae Ceausescu that he 
ordered her hunted down and 
returned. Ms. Comaneci. 28, who 
surprised the world when she Sed 
Romania, says sbe hopes to visit 
her homeland after its crisis ends. 
Comments from Ms. Comaneci 
were included in a release Thurs¬ 
day announcing that David 
Frost’s company, the David Para¬ 
ding Television Inc., would pro¬ 
duce the film of her' story. “I 
hope that through the movie and 
public statements I can be of 
more help to my countrymen 
than by returning to live in 
Bucharest," she said. “However, 
I hope to visit Romania as soon as 
the situation returns to normal.'’ 
Ms. Comaned, who has been 
granted political asylum and 
plans to settle in California, said 
she hopes her story ensures that 
“people never forget what the 
Communist dictatorship did to 
the people of Ro mani a. There 
are parts of my story that I shall 
•be telling for the first time. Now 
that my family is no longer 
threatened by Ceausescu and his 
family, I can tell my whole 
story," she said. “I am lucky 
because I have freedom,” die 
said. “But before the Romanians 
can enjoy their freedom, they 
need food, medical supplies, 
blankets.*' 


Poland to have new 
police force 

WARSAW (AP) — Interior 
Minister Czeslaw Kiszczak has 
presented plans a police force 
responsible for keeping public 
OTder and protecting citizens as 
part of ongoing reforms in his 
ministry, the PAP news agency 
said. During a meeting with Pres¬ 
ident Wojciech Jaruzelski, Kisz¬ 
czak outlined the proposals to 
create a new force based on the 
present civic militia, PAP said. 
Regular police work such as con¬ 
trolling traffic and pursuing cri¬ 
minals is now carried out by the 
civic mili tia. In the past, the same 
force has been responsible for 
repressing the opposition and 
militant priests, bugging tele¬ 
phones and monitoring letters be¬ 
tween private citizens. 

Tiananmen Square 
rallies banned 

PEKING, (R) — Peking has out-> 
lawed unauthorised rallies in its 
central Tiananmen Square, hal¬ 
lowed centre of Chinese Com¬ 
munism occupied earlier this year 
by massive pro-democracy pro¬ 
tests. The official New China 
News Agency said Friday that 
Peking’s municipal leaders had 
passed a new decree forbidding 
“gatherings, rallies or demonstra¬ 
tions" in the square without prior 
permission. The huge square, site 
of chairman Mao Tsetung's 
mausoleum and other Commun¬ 
ist shrines, has been guarded 
round the dock by armed martial 
law forces since June. 


under pressure on Dec. 10. 

The playwright, whose 
acclaimed dramas and essays had 
been banned in Czechoslovakia 
until last month, has agreed to 
serve only until free elections are 
held. The government, in which 
Communists now hold sway, 
vows to hold them by next June. 

A 20-gun salute boomed out 
from camions on the castle hoi 
overlooking the capital as the 
national anthem was played in 
the hall, completed in 1502, 
where an enormous blue, red and 
white national flag was draped 
against one of the stone walls. 

“I hope that I will be a presi¬ 
dent of national understanding," 
Havel told Calfa before reviewing 
a military parade and attending a 
celebratory mass in the andent 
Sl Vitus Cathedral. 

“Truth prevails" was written 
across the presidential banner 
held aloft by the castle guards. 

The slogan was used by 
Czechoslovakia’s first president, 
Tomas Masaryk, who led the 
country from 1918 to 1935. He 
was an eminent philosopher re¬ 
garded as a moral authority who 
brought lasting prestige to the 
presidential post. 

Havel's supporters see him as a 
true follower of the Masaryk 
tradition. Posters depicting both 
men were bung in many shop 
windows and underground sta¬ 
tions. 

The duties of the president are 
largely ceremonial but he has the 
power to dissolve the government 



Violence breaks out in Hong Kong 
detention camps for boat people 





Vaclav Hard 

and is titular head of the armed 
forces. 

The ex-opposition figure, one 
of whose essays is prophetically 
entitled “the Power of Power¬ 
less," originally shied away from 
taking over as president but the 
pressure of the street protests 
persuaded him to accept the post 
on an interim basis. 

An official opinion poll con¬ 
ducted last week said 73 per cent 
of the population supported 
Havel's election. 

Havel was first sent to prison 
after co-founding East Europe's 
oldest human rights group, Char¬ 
ter 77, 12 years ago. 

When last month's protests 
brought him onto centre stage 
from the wings to which he had 
been b anishe d, the playwright 
remarked: “Life keeps surprising 
me, but it is this quality of unex- . 
pectedness and surprise that, 
makes it beautiful." 


HONG KONG (AP)—Violence 
broke out in two detention cen¬ 
ters housing Vietnamese boat 
people who face repatriation 
agamst their w&I, leaving one 
person dead and at least 39 often 
injured, officials reported Friday. 

Police fired tear gas at the Chi 
Ma Wan Centre Friday after boat 
people put up “strong resistance” 
to a search for homemade 
weapons, a government state¬ 
ment said. 

“The boat people, in order to 
make the operation more diffi¬ 
cult, pushed their women and 
children to the front," Security 


Secretary M. Geoffrey Barnes 
sakl in the statement. The Viet¬ 
namese also threw stones at 
security forces and set fire to 
blankets, a government spokes¬ 
man said. 

Five hours of counseling by 
staff of the United Nations High 
Commissio ner for Refugees and 
voluntary agencies failed to per¬ 
suade the Vietnamese to cooper¬ 
ate, the statement said. 

It said eight Vietnamese and 21 
guards and policemen were in¬ 
jured at the camp on outlying 
Lantau Island. Police found 430 
homemade weapons in the camp 


in the early afternoon search and 
arrested 19 Vietnamese. 
Although ■ officials re&sed to 


operation, the government- 
funded radio put die number at 
abont 300. 

The radio said the res i s tan ce 
may have been prompted by re¬ 
ports that some of the Chi Ma 
Wan boat people may be in the 
next group forced to return to 
their impoverished homeland. 

Late Thursday, two fights 
broke out among Vietnamese 
boat people aimed with home¬ 
made weapons- 


India moves towards independent TV 


Australian earthquake 
death toll reaches 10 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s new 
government, trying to make good 
on election promises, introduced 
legislation Friday to give state- 
ran'radio and television auton¬ 
omy and to set up an independent 
anti-corruption agency. 

State-run televirion would be 
turned into an autonomous public 
corporation under a bill intro¬ 
duced by Information and Broad¬ 
casting Minister Parvathaneni 
Upendra. 

“No matter how enlightened 
the government, control impedes 
the free flow of information," 
Upendra said. “Control is the 
Erst step toward destruction of 
democracy." 

The government also intro¬ 
duced legislation to set up a panel 
of three serving or retired sup¬ 
reme court judges who would 
investigate complaints of corrup¬ 
tion against the government, in¬ 
cluding the prime minister and 


cabinet 

“We are prepared to sacrifice 
one government in order not to 
destroy democratic institutions," ■ 
Prime Minister Vishwanath Pra- 
tap Singh told parliament 

He said introduction of the bills 
showed his National Front gov¬ 
ernment was committed to 
“issue-based politics rather than 
personalised politics." 

Meanwhile gunmen defending 
positions inside a Sikh temple 
fought an hour-long gunbattie 
with security forces Thursday and 
at least four policemen were kil¬ 
led, police said. 

The gudmen suspected to be 
SBcfa extremists escaped after the 
fighting at the Darbar Sahib Tem¬ 
ple in ‘Tam i Taran, a rural area in 
foe northern state of Punjab 
bordering Pakistan. 

The temple, one of the holiest 
Sikh shrines, is next in import¬ 
ance to toe Golden Temple m 


Amritsar, about 25 kilometres to 
the south. 

The Amritsar shrine was 
attacked by the army on June 3, 
1984 to flush out Sikh extremists 
entrenched inside. Sikh militants 
are fighting since 1983 to .estab¬ 
lish a separate homeland in Pun¬ 
jab, a rich farming state in north¬ 
ern India. 

Deputy Inspector General of 
Police Grain der Singh Bhullar 
sa id the fighting began after the 
extremists ambushed and killed 
the four policemen manning a 
picket outside the temple. 

“The extremists then ran inside 
taking with them a wireless set, a 
light machine gun, three rififtS 
and some -amnn imtidn. of the 
policemen," belonging to the pa¬ 
ramilitary Central Reserve Police 
Force, Bhullar said. 

“It was a planned attack on our 
force,” he said. 


Aquino denies gagging Enrile 


NEWCASTLE,. Australia (AP) 
— Rescue workers risking their 
lives in the teetering wreckage of a 
dub Friday recovered another 
body, bringing to 10 toe offidal 
death toll from the first Austra¬ 
lian earthquake known to have 
killed people. 

Late Friday, police said toe 
first aftershocks had struck New¬ 
castle, with a tremor registering 
1.5 on the Richter Scale causing 
rescue workers to abandon tbeir 
search until daylight. 

A police spokesman said there 
were no reports of injuries or 
further destruction following toe 
three-second jolt at 8:15 p.m. 
(0815 GMT). He had no further 
details. ■ 

Regional Health Director Dr. 
Owen James said 140 people 
were treated for injuries after the 
temblor Thursday and 16 were 
still in serious condition. 

Police and rescue teams said 
Friday there could be up to 21 
people still trapped in the two 
concrete floors of the Newcastle. 
Workers’ Club that crashed into a 
basement parking lot when the 
quake hit. 

Seven of the dead were in the 
dub and three others were killed 
by foiling masonry and awnings in 
a nearby suburb of Newcastle, 
Australia's fifth largest city, 120 
kilometres north of Sydney. 


Rescue teams demolished a 
factory adjoining the dub to get 
access to the wreckage. Caving 
experts crawled into the ruins and 
infra-red imaging devices were 
used in the effort to find survi¬ 
vors. 

The city's central business dis¬ 
trict, littered with glass and 
broken masonry, remained sea¬ 
led off Friday as army engineers 
inspected braidings damaged by 
the quake, which measured 5.5 
on the Richter Scale. A magni¬ 
tude 5 quake can cause consider¬ 
able damage. 

Scientists at toe Canberra- 
based Australian Seismological 
Centre said tfte quake was one of 
the most severe on record in toe 
country and toe first known to 
have killed people in Australia 
since it was settled by Europeans 
in 1788. 

Police spokesman Tony Tam- 
plin said many of the damaged 
braidings in Newcastle may have 
to be demolished. 

Authorities estimated that half 
of toe single-storey buildings and 
three-quarters of toe multi-storey 
structures in Newcastle's central 
business district sustained major 
damage. 

“We’re still receiving reports of 
damage 36 hours after the 
event,” TampKn said. 


MANILA (Agencies) — Philip¬ 
pine President Corazon Aquino 
Friday dismissed accusations her 
government is trying to silence 
opposition Senator Juan Ponce 
Enrile by filing rebellion charges 
against him. 

“Senator Juan Ponce Enrile 
will be accorded all his constitu¬ 
tional rights. Far from being si¬ 
lenced, be continues to be free to 
speak out against toe administra¬ 
tion,” Aquino said in a state¬ 
ment 

The government filed rebellion 
charges against Enrile and five 
others Thursday for their alleged 
involvement in this month's failed 
coup attempt. 

Aquino said her government 
was studying suggestions to in¬ 
crease toe penalty for rebellion to 
either life imprisonment or death, 
especially if civilians are taken 
hostage or killed. 

Enrile claims the rebellion case 
was brought to gag criticism in 
congress against the government 
and to intimidate opposition 
politicians. 

“This must be one of the grand 
designs of the administration to 
silence the lone oppositionist in 
the senate,”'he told reporters 
Thursday. 

“What they are trying to do is 
to pin the blame on me for their 
lack of capacity to handle toe 
problems of toe country." 


Aquino said Enrile Would be 
held to account after witnesses 

clsnmaA they saw Him ta firing tO 
alleged coup leader, cashiered 
Colonel Gregorio “Gringo" Hon- 
asan, in his house when toe revolt 
erupted on Dec. 1. 

“Far from harassing him, gov¬ 
ernment has been according him 
all his rights and privileges," she 
said'. “Ah the people want is for 
him to answer straightforwardly 
the char ges against him." 

Aquino earlier accused Enrile, 
Vice-President Salvador Laurel 
and her estranged cousin, Eduar¬ 
do Cojuangco, of supporting and 
bankrolling- thfe latest attempt to 
overthrow her. 

Enrile served as defence minis¬ 
ter under both Aquino and the 
late President Ferdinand Marcos. 
Aquino fixed him after soldiers 
loyal to him were linked to a coup 
attempt In November 1986. 

The capital's police chief, Bri¬ 
gadier-General Alexander Aguir¬ 
re, said another coup was posa¬ 
ble because rebel leaders like 
Honasan and hundreds of sol¬ 
diers in the Dec. 1-7 revolt were 
still at large. 

Military spokesman Brigadier- 
General Oscar Florendo said in 
an interview about 500 rebel sol¬ 
diers were trying to regroup for 
another attack in toe resort town 
of Antipolo outside toe capital. 

But he said toe rebels could not 


stage another coup because they 
no longer had armour and air 
power. 

“There are threats, bat the 
strength of the coop plotters is 
low. We are conducting patrols 
around Manila every evening to 
prevent any action from all these 
forces," he said. 

Aimed Forces Chief of Staff 
General Renato De Villa said 
after meeting Aquino that milit¬ 
ary authorities were trying to 
speed up toe investigation of 
officers who led the revolt so that 
military trials could begin soon. 

Meanwhile. Aquino’s con-., 
traversal transportation- ^nd j 
communications- secretary res- i 
igned Friday, two days before a 
scheduled year-end cabinet re¬ 
vamp, a statement said. ■ 

Mis. Aquino accepted the res¬ 
ignation of Secretary Rainerio 
Reyes, according to a presidential 
statement. The acceptance is 
effective Sunday when Reyes’- 1 
successor will be named. 

Reyes’s was among several 
cabinet posts observers believe 
were targeted in Mrs. Aquino’s 
Dec. 31 revamp. 

The statement said Mrs. 
Aquino expressed “deep regrets 
over toe loss of the services of this 

r ’cular technocrat” because 
master plan to modernise 
transportation and communica¬ 
tions has finally gotten underway. 


For Romanians, freedom is still an exotic word 


BUCHAREST, Romania 
(Agencies) — In the passion 
that fueled Romania's revolu¬ 
tion, calls for “freedom" 
occurred over and over. But to 
a people forced to register 
their typewriters, the word has 
no definition. 

“What is it* to live free, to 
travel free, to speak freely?" 
said loana Popescu, a 21-year- 
old medical student. “We have 
only seen dark and silence." 

Over the moans of the 
wounded in a crowded hospital 
ward, she and some fellow 
volunteers discussed their 
views and confusion abont the 
term “freedom." 

“We can't realise what free¬ 
dom is," explained Anda Pre- 
da, also 21, to a U.S. reporter. 
“You grew up in freedom, and 
you do not realise what this 
means to ns." 

Until young Romanians like 
her deposed Nicolae Ceauses¬ 
cu a week ago, every such 
contact with a foreigner would 
have to be reported to toe 
despised Secnritate security 
police'. People could leave 
Romania only in toe rarest of 
circumstances. 

Under Ceausescu, not only 
the walls had ears. People 
spoke in whispers, trusting 
only the dosest of friends. An 
indiscreet word, even the 
wrong gesture in delicate mo¬ 
ments, could alter an entire 
life. 

For young Romanians, it 
had been that way all tbeir 
lives. Most of their parents 
were bom under Stalinism, 
and their grandparents lived 
through a world war. 

Suddenly, ft was all over. Or 
was it? 

“Even now, it is like a 
dream,” Popescu said. 


“Maybe I will wake up and it is 
gone." 

Bogdan Lazarae did not ex¬ 
pect freedom to go away, but 
he was not sure what it was. At 
21, he is an engineering stu¬ 
dent who has been helping 
doctors until nightfall, then 
manning a subway checkpoint 
until morning. 

“We don’t know what this 
means, freedom," he said. 
“We don’t know what to do 
with freedom. We have no 
experience, no model, no 
idea.” 

In his first free moments, 
Lazarae worked as a translator 
for reporters trying to under¬ 
stand Romania. At times he is 
as confused as toe outsiders. 

“I am afraid people will ask 
me what I am doing with fore¬ 
igners, but no one asks," he 
said. ‘That's a little bit of 
freedom. I am afraid to speak 
the name of Ceausescu in the 
street, maybe someone wflj teD 
me I'm an enemy, but they 
don’t. That’s a little bit of 
freedom." 

Mainly, he said, “to be free 
is to talk free, to say what you 
want. It is very bad to hide 
what you are thinking. It is not 
hsalthy. It is not dignified.” 

All over Romania, people 
are experimenting with the 
elulsive concept they fought so 
hard to obtain. 

At the University of 
Bucharest, historian Stephan 
Andrescu described freedom 
as a lost treasure enjoyed by 
Romanians for most of toe 
time between 1865 and the 
tumult of World War n. 

At the National Library, 
where 10 per cent of toe books 
were shown only to people 
with clearance from the secret 


police, freedom has a specific 
meaning. 

“What is essential is free- 1 
dorp of toe mind.” said Angela ■ 
Brodiceni, library director. * 
“We will face many problems, 
many trials. But now our 
mmfk are free." 

At the hilltop Metropolitan 
Cathedral, lonita Victoria 
thanks God for freedom of 
worship. She was afraid to go 
to church in a country where 
police noted names of the reli¬ 
gious, but she braved sniper 
fire when the police lost tbeir 
power. 

At the official Agerpres 
news agency, an editor who is 
still reluctant to be quoted by 
name, is grateful for toe free¬ 
dom to report without hiding 
most of toe truth. He wept as 
he discussed his guilt for not 
resisting earlier on his own. 

At titns Bucharest Emergen¬ 
cy Hospital, the concept of 
freedom has physical symbols. ■ 

Popescu glanced around at 
the casualties lying on stretch¬ 
ers in the narrow hallway. 

“You have to respect this 
thing freedom when, you think 
of toe price it canies,” sbe 
said. 

It takes its broadest meaning 
on street comers where, for 
the first time in 45 years people 
can shout out their opinions to 
foreigners. 

Near toe bombed-out Com¬ 
munist Central Committee 
'building, a small group of peo¬ 
ple waited their turn to speak 
to U-S. reporters about what 
they had won. 

Most cried as they spoke. 

Toma Cornelia called out 
that he had a sister in the 
United States named Hie Bote- 
zatu who went to toe United 
States to flee Ceausescu’s 


Romania. 

“You tell her we are starting 
a new life,” he said. ‘Tell her 
we are waiting for her." 

Meanwhile Romanians, in a 
shopping spree that only two 
weeks ago would have been 
beyond their wildest dreams, 
are packing stores to show 
their children what oranges 
and chocolates look like. 

“Now at last we can show 
toe little children just what 
oranges are," said kindergar¬ 
ten headmistress Florentine 
Buzatu. 

“We have young children 
who do not even blow what 
oranges and chocolates are.” 

Romania’s new government, 
scrapping policies of Ceauses¬ 
cu that brought Romanians to 
the brink of starvation, has 
channelled food previously 
marked for export back into 
toe stores. 

It has also dosed special 
delicatessens that kept the 
Communist elite supplied with 
exotic imported foods while 
ordinary people lacked even 
toe basics. 

Ceausescu, overthrown by a 
revolution and put before a 
firing squad with his wife Elena 
Monday, exported vast quanti¬ 
ties of food to pay off the 
country’s $20-biIIion foreign 
debt. He kept the scheme 
going even after the slate was 
wiped dean. 

During his 24 years of iron 
rule, people in Bucharest were 
rationed to one litre of cooking 
oil and 1.5 kilograms of sugar a 
month in an area where every¬ 
one has a sweet tooth. 

Fresh fruit and good veget¬ 
ables became a distent memory 
in a country once known as toe 
bread basket of Eastern 
Europe, 


Fork trotters were one of toe 
few meat items available. They 
were grimly nicknamed “pat¬ 
riots" —toe pig’s feet stayed in 
Romania while the rest of toe 
carcass was sold abroad. 

A whole generation of chil¬ 
dren saw oranges only on rare 
occasions. Meet children below 
toe age of eight have never 
seen a banana. 

A Western ambassador said 
Romanians had suffered sever- 
fy from malnutrition. 

But now the people are 
streaming into shops to stock 
up for the New Year and start 
of a new decade in freedom. 

On Wednesday alone, 
Bu ch arest shops reported sell¬ 
ing a total of 13 tonnes of 
coffee and 250 tonnes of 
oranges. 

Extra food has been flown in 
from Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria 
and Hungary: 

At Bucharest’s Uniri-Matkct 
Thursday, people queued- in 
orderly fashion but spoke bit¬ 
terly of their past misery. 

Sixty-year-old Maria Balan¬ 
ce buret into tears as she spoke 
to a foreign journalist, sob¬ 
bing: “I just want to buy one 
banana tor the children, just 
one.” 

“We used to spend our time 
tramping toe streets looking 
for something to buy,” she 
added. “When we found some¬ 
thing, we would push and fight 
like animals.:.now 1 can take 
dxteofoteshome for my grand¬ 
children.” 

Enache Gheorghe, a 26- 
year-old driver, said: “Just 
look at tins—cocoa, meat and 
powdered rtrilk. Where has aU 
tins been until now? Every¬ 
thing was going into toe pock¬ 
ets of the Cfeansescus.” • 
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to toe shopowitcis, nvschmte .. 
and hoteliers stop depend on toe ; .- 
800,000 tourists who dAraet^up '. 
the tower’s ‘spiraijtair^^eqr: 
year. Nonetheless, Fisa^mayor r 
recently agreed to dose thefoyrar- . 
starting next month for tempor¬ 
ary restoration work: The-tpwer, - _• 
begun by Bonnano .Pisano’ in 
1173, started to lean almost 
merfiatdy because the gn^.idht..,. 
fted underneath. The tower: 
about four metres off th& perpen¬ 
dicular, but tower experts-sayit" 
will not topple for afcleasfantettif"7; 
century. Public Works hfiinsfez-S:!-. 
Giovanni Prandini spaited an ; 
outcry this fall by soonding an 
alarm. about the decay of tl» - 
national symbol. ^. , ; - 

Stallone sues 7 

art broker .'"ti'-s 

LOS ANGELES (AP) —Sf&csr Z' 
ter Stallone has sued an artbrot-v : 
■er for S5 milli on, claiming she' .:, 
led him to pay uuHkxis of doflars-'.-: 
more than he should have, for ?■“* 
several artworks. The fraud .and 
breach-of-contract suit charges ■ 
that Barbara. Guggenheim' per- ll) 
spaded Stallone to pay $lXjmb~. Ji 
lion for a painting she told him . 
was an excellent investment 'Afc! J 
ter buying it sight unseen, thoster-^: 
of the Rocky and Rambo movies “ 
said he discovered that 25per-' : 
-cent to 30 per cent of it had been' • 
restored or retouched and that its/- ■ 
previous owner had tried forT 
some time to sell it Based on tost, 
painting, the suit charges. Stair. 
lone believes he also paiti lbpS:-: 
much for several other works-; 
bought through Ms. Gug - -.'-. 
genheim. .1 - 



































